
Float or sink?  

 

 

 

Level: A1.1, A1.2  

Age: 4-10 

Organization: whole class (groups) 

Aims: To apply understanding of the concept of floating and sinking to classroom objects; to 

make predictions based on previous knowledge; to carry out an experiment, observe what 

happens and record the results; to show interest in materials and properties that make things 

float or sink; to collaborate and take turns in group.   

 

Language focus: In the example: present simple, sink, float, classroom objects 

Alternatives: vocabulary for any other small objects, e.g. coin, button 

 

Materials:  Essential:  a large plastic mineral water bottle cut in half and filled with water, small 

classroom objects (e.g. rubber, pencil sharpener, paper clip, drawing pin, pencil, elastic band, 

piece of string) / Optional: a sheet of paper to draw and write results  

 

 

Procedure   

1.  Pre-teach the verbs float and sink, and the names of any classroom objects you are 

going to use in the activity that the children don’t already know.   

2. Put the cut-off plastic bottle filled with water in a central position in the classroom 

where everyone can see. Hold up each classroom object in turn, ask the children does it 

sink or float? And elicit their answers, e.g. P1:  I think it sinks. P2: Maybe it floats. P3: I 

don’t know. If appropriate, ask why? And encourage children to justify their views, e.g. 

It’s metal. Be ready to remodel or expand their contributions where necessary.   

3. Invite individual children to come and drop each object into the water. The rest of the 

class watches to see whether or not they predicted correctly, e.g. The rubber sinks. / The 

pencil floats. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 With older children, you may like to organize the first part of the activity in groups. 

Children talk about each object in turn with other members of their group and decide 

whether they sink or float before you carry out the experiment with the whole class.  

 As a follow-up, children from 6 years old can draw the objects in the correct place 

(depending on whether they sink or float) on a picture of the mineral water bottle. 

Older children can also write sentences about each one, e.g. A rubber sinks in water. 

They can also experiment with different objects at home and then ask each other or you 

about them in the next lesson.  
 

 

 

 


