
A Work of Art 

 

 

 

Level: All 

 

Age: 6-12 

 

Organization: whole class, pairs  

 

Aims: To describe a wok of art; to express personal opinions; to read and match works of art and 

descriptions; to show interest and respect for the opinions of others; to develop visual literacy and 

awareness. 

 

Language focus: In the example: can (for ability), there is/are, colours, adjectives to describe people and 

feelings, places, opinions 

 

Alternatives: looks like 

 

Materials:  Essential: a reproduction of a work of art, postcards of a selection of works of art, (one for 

each pair), paper to write the descriptions on  

 

 

Procedure 

 

1. Show the children the work of art you have selected for the activity. Either elicit or tell 

the children the name of the artist and title of the painting.  

2. Ask the children to describe what they can see in the painting. Elicit what they like or 

don’t like about it and the reasons for this.  

3. Build up a description of the work of art with the whole class and write this on the 

board. Use a framework to do this, e.g. in the picture I can see … There’s also … I like the 

… I think the picture is …  

4. Divide the class into pairs.  

5. Give a postcard of another work of art and a piece of paper to each pair. Ask them to 

write a description of it in the same way.  

6. When they are ready, collect in the postcards and descriptions.  

7. Give each postcard a number and each description a letter and stick them in jumbled 

order on the classroom walls.  

8. Ask the children to walk round the classroom with their partner, read the descriptions 

and match them to the works of art.  

9. At the end, check the answers and invite the children to say which work of art they like 

best.  



Comments and Suggestions  

 

 This activity encourages children to develop visual literacy through noticing detail and 

interpreting meaning in paintings.  

 With younger children, it may be better to choose paintings which are realistic and 

uncluttered and they can simply write, e.g. I can see …  a blue horse, a girl in a red dress, 

or to choose abstract paintings and they write the colours and/or shapes, e.g. I can see red, 

purple, blue and black. / I can see a red, green and tallow circle.  

 With older children, you can choose paintings with more detail or abstract paintings and 

children can write, e.g. It looks like … / It makes me feel … It may also be appropriate for 

children to write about materials, e.g. water colour, and techniques e.g. collage, that the 

artist uses.  

 If children are doing a project on a particular artist, e.g. Picasso, you can select postcards 

from different artistic periods of his life and use the activity as an introduction to discussing 

and comparing these.    

 If appropriate, children can also paint a picture in the style of a particular artist as a 

follow-up to this activity.  

 

  

 

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


