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Open Mind
upper interMediate

Reading
Read this article by head teacher Avril Jones. 
Choose the best ending for each sentence.

As the head teacher of an inner-city school, my 
number one priority is to give my pupils high 
aspirations and to make them understand the 
importance of education in achieving their ambitions. 
Many of them come from families who were failed by 
the system, leaving school without qualifications and 
ending up in dead-end jobs. Sadly, some of these 
parents have passed their own sense of worthlessness 
on to their children, so we need to do everything 
we can to build up their self-esteem and make them 
realise that life has more to offer if they are prepared 
to make an effort.

One of my biggest worries is about the influence 
of our celebrity culture on young people. I want my 
pupils to aim high, but they need to understand that 
fame isn’t the only measure of success. If someone 
wants to be a rock star, I don’t want to destroy that 
dream, but they have to be realistic. I encourage my 
students to look at all the options. Maybe they could 
become scientists and discover a cure for some of 
the terrible diseases in the world, or come up with 
a way to produce energy without destroying the 
environment. Maybe they could write a bestselling 
novel, run a global company, or do something 
worthwhile for other people – such as becoming 
teachers themselves!

Personally, I feel that these days schools are under 
a lot of pressure to deliver good exam results, with 
the result that aspects such as creativity and learning 
about personal relationships can sometimes get 
forgotten. I do think that this is a real shame, and that 
society will regret it in the long run. Everyone has 
something to offer. It doesn’t have to be academic 
success; qualities like kindness, common sense, 
humour or a caring nature are just as valuable and 
should be recognised as such. I strongly believe 
that every pupil, no matter what their background 
or academic ability, has the potential to succeed 
at something. We just need to give them the 
opportunity and the confidence to do so.

Listening
Listen to two girls discussing their friend’s 
success. For each question, choose the correct 
answer, A, B or C.

0 What made Amber’s success particularly impressive?
A She was studying at the same time as singing.
B She was competing against a lot of other girls.
C She was very shy about applying.

1 What has been a problem for Amber’s 
singing career?
A She hasn’t had much time because of 

her studies.
B She didn’t have much success as a solo singer.
C She has suffered from a lack of confidence.

2 Why is it good for Amber to be in a band?
A Because she will not get so much 

personal attention.
B Because she doesn’t have much self-esteem.
C Because they are more likely to be successful as 

a group.

3 Will Amber be able to continue her studies?
A No – the band will take up all her time.
B Only if she is allowed to take time off from 

the band.
C Only if the band is not particularly successful.

4 Why did Lucy first suspect that there could be a 
problem with Amber’s mum?
A She knew she had been a singer and was 

worried she might be jealous.
B She sensed that she wasn’t completely happy 

about the news.
C Amber’s mum told her that she was worried.

5 Why could Amber’s mum give her some 
good advice?
A Because she is older and has a lot of 

life experience.
B Because she knows her daughter better than 

anyone else.
C Because she has experienced being a 

celebrity herself.
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Open Mind upper intermediate

0 Avril Jones thinks it is important for pupils to
A realise that they need to work hard.
B believe that they can achieve good things in life.
C get really good qualifications.

1 She believes that parents who have failed at school
A are the ones who are the most determined for 

their own children to succeed.
B sometimes don’t believe that it is possible for 

their own children to succeed.
C can sometimes make their own children feel that 

they will not succeed either.

2 If her pupils want to become celebrities, she 
A wants them to understand how likely or unlikely 

they are to succeed.
B encourages them to follow their dreams.
C tries to make them realise that they will not 

be successful.

3 She tries to make her pupils realise that
A being a celebrity is not a worthwhile ambition.
B being a teacher is better than being a celebrity.
C there are many different ways of 

being successful.

4 Nowadays, schools are
A expected to teach too many different things.
B forced to concentrate too much on exam results.
C good at raising the self-esteem of pupils.

5 Avril Jones thinks that
A students with little academic ability should be 

realistic about what they can achieve.
B all students are capable of success in some area.
C all pupils should be encouraged, whether they 

are likely to be successful or not.

Writing
Write about someone you admire. It can be 
someone famous or someone you know. 


