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pre-intermediate

Open mind

Reading
Read the text about fusion music. Choose true 
(T) or false (F).

Today everyone talks about fusion music. Fusion 
music refers to a mixture of different genres of music 
from different places in the world. For example, the 
Colombian, P Echavarria, mixes rock and traditional 
Colombian music and Ex-Centric Sound System 
from the USA mixes hip-hop, funk, West African and 
Caribbean music.

Music fusion isn’t new. In fact rock music is a result 
of fusing various different genres of music. Rock 
music developed in the 1950s from rock ‘n’ roll, but 
it has its roots in many other kinds of music. One 
influence of rock music is rhythm and blues (R & B), 
an African-American music genre of the 1940s which 
has its own roots in blues and jazz. These types of 
music began in the early 20th century in the African-
American communities in the south of the USA. 
They are a mixture of African and European music 
traditions. 

Another kind of music that influenced rock music is 
country music, which also developed in the south 
of the USA, but among the white communities. 
Rock stars like Elvis Presley started as country 
singers. Country music has its roots in American folk 
music, which originated from the English and Irish 
immigrants in the 18th and 19th centuries.

This just shows that no music is original. It is all a 
result of the fusion of existing genres.

According to the text,

0 P Echavarria is a rock singer. T / F

1 Fusion is a new type of music. T / F

2 Rock music began around 1945. T / F

3 Country music comes from the south of  
the United States. T / F

4 American folk music influenced country music. T / F

5 Rock is the only type of music with no  
influences from other genres. T / F

Listening
Listen to the conversation. Choose from the 
options A, B or C.
0 Tim thinks country music is

A relaxing.
B not very good.
C quite upbeat.

1 Tim thinks country music lyrics are
A boring.
B not clear.
C repetitive.

2 Meera likes country music because
A it’s interesting.
B its lyrics are happy.
C it’s catchy.

3 What type of music does Tim really like?
A rock
B heavy metal
C pop

4 What does Meera think of heavy metal music?
A It’s loud.
B It’s too upbeat.
C It’s silly.

5 Which type of music do both Meera and Tim like?
A jazz
B classical music
C hip-hop

Writing
Write a paragraph about your favourite band / 
singer or type of music.

Use your own ideas and the phrases below 
to help you.
I love to listen to ... because…
I usually listen to … when / while I am…
My favourite singer is…
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