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English 6  Progress Test 3, Units 5 and 6
Macmillan

Name: _______________________________

Part 1 

The magic sword
There was the castle, lit up by the setting sun, high up on a hill in the distance. The valleys around 
were already deep in shadow. The Prince and his men had stopped. Would they be able to reach the 
castle by nightfall? They had to make a decision.
  ‘Let’s go on!‘ called Prince James to his knights and servants. They galloped off across the dry 
riverbed through the forest in the direction of the castle. It began to rain lightly. The horses were 
panting and steam was rising from their shiny backs. They had been out since dawn. 
 After an hour they had reached the valley right below the castle. By now it was night and 
completely dark. Rain was still falling and the cold wind whistled around them. 
 ‘What do you think, Sir? We can leave our horses here and go up on foot. It will be safer.’ 
 ‘Yes. The servants Gareth and Bondie can stay here with the horses. The six of us will go up on 
foot. We have to find the magic sword by midnight. If not, we are doomed.‘
 The Prince and his five knights started to climb the hill. It was a difficult and steep climb and they 
slipped on the mud and sent stones clattering down the hillside. 
 Suddenly they heard a shout.
 ‘Who goes there?’
 They stopped, frozen like statues. A guard had come out of the castle gate just a few metres 
above them. They could see the shocked expression on his face as he looked down and saw them in 
the shadows. He pulled out his sword. The Prince stared, his heart filling with joy and hope. It was 
the magic sword. 
 He whispered the magic words that only he knew and the sword started to glow in the dark. 
Suddenly it twisted itself out of the guard’s hand and rose up in the air. As the Prince whispered the 
magic words again, the sword turned slowly in the air and came to the Prince’s outstretched hand. 
The guard cried out in disbelief, turned and fled back through the castle gate. 

1. Read the text. Tick ✓ the correct answer.   /5 

Example: The weather was

stormy.  warm and sunny.  cold, rainy and windy. ✓  

a. When the Prince and his men saw the castle in the distance, it was

night time.     early morning.     late afternoon or evening. 

b. When they reached the valley, the Prince and his men

rode up to the castle.     left the horses alone.     decided to go on foot to the castle. 

c. The climb up to the castle was

easy.     hard.     impossible. 

d. When he saw the magic sword, the Prince felt

happy and relieved.     worried and scared.     shocked. 
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e. When the guard lost the magic sword, he

started crying.     ran back into the castle.   whispered the magic words. 

2. Divide the words in the box into five sets. There are four words in  

each set.   /5

cloud  midnight  guard  shock  rain  wind  whisper  dry riverbed  

hope  prince  knight  servant  cry out  disbelief  valley  shout  call   

sun  dawn  hill  sunset  forest  joy  nightfall

Example: cloud  rain  wind  sun

a. __________________  __________________  __________________  __________________

b. __________________  __________________  __________________  __________________

c. __________________  __________________  __________________  __________________

d. __________________  __________________  __________________  __________________

e. __________________  __________________  __________________  __________________

Part 2 

1. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs. In each sentence, 

one verb is past simple and one is past perfect.   /6

Example: The group of friends had left (leave) early in the morning, so 

they were (be) tired.  

a. They __________________ (walk) for several hours before they __________________ (see) the village 

in the distance. 

b. They __________________ (be) hungry because they __________________ (not eat) all day. 

c. By the time they __________________ (reach) the village, the sun __________________ (set). 

d. The café owner __________________ (look) outside because he __________________ (hear) the 

friends talking.

e. He __________________ (close) the café half an hour earlier, but he __________________ (open) it 

again for them.

f. The friends __________________ (feel) very happy again when they __________________ (have) 

something to eat.
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2. Complete the sentences with the verbs in the boxes.   /4

is  is  was  were  were  was  was  was  was

used  destroyed  built  made  rebuilt  damaged  reopened  visited  built

Example: Windsor Castle was  built on a steep hill. 

a. Windsor Castle is the oldest and largest occupied castle in the world. It __________________

 __________________ by the Queen of England for weekend visits and for entertaining important 

visitors.  

b. The castle __________________ originally __________________ by William the Conqueror in the 

11th century and it __________________  __________________ of wood. Later it __________________   

__________________ in stone. 

c. In 1992, over nine rooms __________________   __________________  and many more 

__________________  __________________ by a big fire. The repairs cost 37 million pounds. The  

castle __________________  __________________ to visitors in 1997. 

d. The castle __________________  __________________ by about a million tourists every year.
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Part 3

1. In your town, there is a park that a lot of people like to go to, but there are 

some problems. Read the problems and write a letter to your local community 

magazine. Explain what the problems are and suggest some solutions.   /10
a. People drop a lot of litter and rubbish because there are not enough litter bins around.

b. The children’s playground is old and one of the swings is broken.

c. There is rubbish in the lake and the water is dirty. This is dangerous for the fish and ducks.

d. The fountain doesn’t work.

e. There are not enough trees for shade.

Dear Editor, 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 


