
Concertina 

 

 

 

Level: A1.1, A1.2 

Age: 6-10  

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To listen and follow instructions; to make a concertina cut-out; to practise making sentences using 

comparative and superlative adjectives; to reinforce the concept of comparative size, to encourage 

children to notice the form of comparative and superlative adjectives. 

Language focus: instructions, comparative and superlative adjectives of size  

Materials:  Essential: A4 paper cut in half horizontally (one for each child), an example of a concertina 

cut-out / Optional: photocopies of the caterpillar concertina (one for each child)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Procedure   

1. Show the children the concertina cut-out you have made. Say, e.g. Look. Now the caterpillar is 

smaller. And now it’s bigger. Explain that you want the children to make their own concertina 

pictures.  

2. Give a strip of paper or a copy of the caterpillar concertina template to each child. Children draw a 

picture of their choice on the strip of paper either horizontally, e.g. a snake, a centipede, a fish, or 

vertically e.g. a flower, a tree, a building or a person, or color the  

3. When they are ready, give the children instructions to fold their strips of paper to make the 

concertina, e.g. First fold the paper here, like this. And now fold the paper the other way, like this. 

Now fold the paper in the same way on the other side, like this.    



4. When they are ready, ask individual children to show their concertina pictures to the rest of the 

class and take turns to say, e.g. Look. The snake is long and, as they open the concertina, The 

snake is longer.   

5. You can also ask three children who have the same pictures to the front and get them to hold up 

their concertinas folded in the three possible positions and say with you and the class, e.g.  

This caterpillar is long. / This caterpillar is longer. / This caterpillar is the longest.  

 

Comments and suggestions:   

 In this activity, craft is used to reinforce a grammatical concept in a tangible ‘hands on’ way.  By 

adjusting the size of the concertina, children are also helped to remember the language form.   

 The concertina of the caterpillar can also be used as part of content-based work on the life cycle 

of the butterfly to show how the caterpillar grows and grows before it becomes a chrysalis and 

then butterfly.  

 

 

 

 


