
Living world circuit  

 

 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2 

Age: 9-12 

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To take turns to read statements about the living world; to listen and predict whether the 

statements are true or false; to express and exchange opinions; to develop interest and 

curiosity in the natural world. 

Language focus: In the example: present simple, can (for ability), opinions, animals  

Alternatives: any, depending on the topic and questions  

 

Materials: Essential: living world circuit strips (see below, one for each child)  

 

Fish never sleep. False. Scorpions have eight legs like a spider. 

Tigers can swim. False. Fish sleep with their eyes open. 

Bats lay eggs. True. Tigers swim to cool down in hot weather. 

All plants need sunlight. False. Bats are mammals and have live babies. 

Elephants can jump. False. About 10 % of all plants can grow without 
sunlight. 

Kangaroos can live for weeks without water False.  Elephants are the only animals in the world 
that can’t jump 

All mosquitoes bite. True. Kangaroos can survive for months without 
water if they eat plants. 

Frogs never drink water. False. Only female mosquitoes bite. 

All bears hibernate in winter. True. Frogs absorb water through their skin. 

Scorpions have got six legs. False. Only some bears hibernate in winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Procedure   

1. Give a strip of paper to each child. Explain that on the left side of the strip, they have a 

true/false sentence and on the right side they have the correct answer to somebody 

else’s sentence.   

2. Explain and demonstrate that one child should read out their sentence to the class. The 

rest of the class should say whether they think it is true or false and why (the child who 

has the answer stays quiet), e.g. P1: ‘Fish never sleep’. I think that’s true. P2: Me too. 

Fish can’t sleep. They can’t close their eyes. P3: I don’t agree. I think it’s false. I think fish 

sleep with their eyes open.  

3. The child who has the answer reads it to the class and has the next turn at reading a 

statement. The ‘circuit’ continues until all the statements have been read and discussed.  

 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 The ‘circuit’ technique provides a framework for children to listen to each other as well 

as to predict and provide the answers. It can be used with questions as well as with 

true/false statements.   

 To prepare a ‘circuit’ you simply need to write the answer to each question or true/false 

statement on the next strip. In this case, for example, the answer to the statement on 

the first strip ‘Fish never sleep’ is on the second strip, the answer to the statement on 

the second strip ‘Tigers can swim’ is on the third strip, and so on. The answer to the 

statement on the last strip is on the first one.  

  In order to generate discussion, it is best not to include statements about things that 

the children won’t know at all, as this is likely to close down, rather than open up, 

discussion.   

 As a follow-up to this activity, divide the class into groups and ask them to invent and 

write three more true/false sentences based on the living world. The only condition is 

that they must know the answer. The groups then take turns to say their sentences to 

the rest of the class and predict and discuss whether they are true or false.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


