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  UNIT TEST 4 

 SECTION A: GRAMMAR 
 1 Choose the correct options to complete the text. 
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2 Complete the second sentence so that it has a 
similar meaning to the fi rst sentence using the word 
given. Do not change the word given. Use between 
three and six words, including the word given. 

 1 She looks as if she’s going to cry.   VERGE  
  She looks as if she’s                                    . 
 2 We were planning to go on holiday today, 

but we’ve had to delay.   DUE  
  We                                    on holiday 

today, but we’ve had to delay. 

 3 They’ll probably build the new hospital here.   LIKELY  
  They                                    the new 

hospital here. 
 4 The operation is taking place in a few 

minutes.   ABOUT  
  The operation                                    place. 
 5 I was going to give up when she offered to 

help me.   POINT  
  I was                                  when she 

offered to help me . 
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 SECTION B: VOCABULARY 
 3 Complete the text with the words in the box. You 
do not need all the words. 

 alternative    blood    intake    consultant    conventional    
expectancy    heart    palliative    outdated    pains     
post-operative    surgeon    surgery 
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1As / While / Because many countries do not have 
free healthcare, whether you pay or not does not 
always affect the quality of the service provided. 
2Even so / Although / Otherwise the UK throws 
billions at its national health service, there seem to 
be more and more failings than ever before. 
3Furthermore / Similarly / Whereas, each negative 
report demotivates and disillusions the caring staff 
trying to work within its fl awed system. 4As a result / 
On the other hand / Nevertheless, the UK National 
Health Service is still hailed as one of the best in 
the world, 5despite / although / whereas its ongoing 
problems. 
6In contrast / Nonetheless / Subsequently, Cuba, 
which has far less money to spend, has a health 
system of which many wealthier countries would 
be proud. Unfortunately, Cuba’s system tends to be 
the exception amongst poorer countries. For 
example, most African countries seem to have 
extremely poor healthcare systems for their citizens 
unless they are prepared to pay a fortune. 
7However / Consequently / Moreover, health 
epidemics are common and millions die of diseases 
which are often easily preventable. 8In addition / 
After that / Meanwhile, in wealthier countries like 
Britain, millions are squandered on management 
systems and restructuring instead of on the patient. 
It seems such a waste that all the knowledge and 
skills available in the world today cannot be used 
to benefi t those that need it most. 9For this reason / 
Nonetheless / Otherwise, perhaps we should all be 
thankful that we’re not still living in medieval times 
10since / when / until medicine was rudimentary and 
often very painful!

When Michael fi rst had chest 1            , 
he visited his local GP’s 2             and 
was immediately sent to a hospital for further tests as 
his doctor thought he might be having a(n) 
3             attack. All his life, Michael had 
avoided seeing doctors as he thought that all the drugs 
they gave you were poison. That’s why he had always 
used 4             medicine instead of 
5             medicine. 
Sitting in the hospital having all kinds of tests, all he 
wanted to do was escape. After the tests, a(n) 
6             cardiologist concluded that 
Michael was at great risk and needed to have an 
operation. Michael refused, stating that he didn’t 
believe in operations and that he was very concerned 
about 7             infection, which seemed to 
be prevalent in many hospitals. The specialist 
explained that his life 8             could be 
considerably reduced if he didn’t have the operation. 
He explained that there were complementary 
therapies he could use alongside the treatment, but 
that he had to have the operation. He also told him 
that dietary changes would be necessary afterwards 
and that, in particular, he needed to cut down on his 
salt 9             as one way of protecting his 
arteries in the future.
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4 Choose the correct option (a, b, c or d) to complete 
the sentences. 

 1 She found the forest totally       and wasn’t sure if 
she’d be able to fi nd her way back. 

  a disappointing  c disorientating 
b distressing d disheartening 

 2 He felt totally         by his heart operation. Now 
he could do almost everything he had always 
wanted to do.  

  a rejuvenated  c debilitated 
b antagonised d exasperated 

 3 She was completely        . The doctor had just 
informed her that all the symptoms of her illness 
had disappeared.  

  a inspired  c antagonised  
b elated  d irritated 

 4 It was really        . Whatever he did, he still 
couldn’t fi nd a solution to the problem. 

  a exhilarating  c exasperating 
b invigorating  d inspiring 

 5 White-water rafting in New Zealand was the most
      experience of my life. In fact, I enjoyed it so 
much that I went down the course several times. 

  a exhausting  c disorientating 
b upsetting  d exhilarating 

 6 We were all         to hear that they were safe. 
  a debilitated  c relieved 

b exasperated d distressed   
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 SECTION C: INTEGRATED SKILLS 
 5 Complete the conversation with phrases a–k. You 
do not need all the phrases. 

 a  fair enough 
 b I favour this idea  
 c you may well ask why 
 d you can see 
 e my proposal is 
 f it’s hard to disagree 
 g absolutely 
 h that’s exactly the kind of thing 
 i which shall we choose 
 j that’s quite a convincing argument 
 k while I accept that 

  A:  So,  1       to open several new hospitals instead of 
one larger one. The reason  2         is that it means 
that no one is too far away from a hospital. And  
3         hospital patients want, according to the 
feedback. 

  B:  I understand the patients are unhappy. But by 
building bigger centres of excellence, we’re using 
our budgets far more effectively. 

  A:  Well,  4         that seems to be true in theory, it’s not 
in practice;  5       I think this is the best option. 
The answer is that since we started combining 
services into one big hospital, we’ve had more 
problems and complaints than ever before and the 
savings have been minimal. So  6       that the 
current system isn’t working. In fact, I would argue 
that it’s actually costing us more. Look at the fi gures. 

  B:  And you’re sure that smaller hospitals will deliver a 
better service?  

  A:  Yes,  7        . They’ll be much nicer places to work 
in and therefore better places for the patients. If staff 
are happier, patients are happier. And the happier 
patients are, the quicker they recover.  

  C:  Well,  8        . I like it. 
  B:  I admit that  9        . So,  10        ?  
  C:  I’m for smaller centres.  
  A:  Good. Now we just have to persuade everyone else! 

       /10
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