
The longest sentence 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B1.1 

Age: 10-12 

Organization: groups 

Aims: To raise awareness of how to write well-formed sentences; to practise using, e.g. 

conjunctions, sequencers and relative pronouns; to take turns in an orderly way. 

Language focus: past simple, conjunctions, sequencers, relative pronouns  

Alternatives: any language, e.g. present simple 

Materials:  Essential: chalk or board pens  

 

Procedure   

1. Draw a line down the middle of the board. Write a starter word, e.g. Yesterday on the left 

side of each half of the board at a height the children can reach.   

2. Divide the class into two groups.   

3. Explain that the groups should each write one sentence on the board, beginning with the 

starter word, and make it as long as they can. Each child can only write one word and must 

then pass the pen or chalk to the next person in the group. Set a time limit, e.g. 3-4 minutes.  

4. As the children add words to their sentence, rub out any, which are not grammatically correct. 

The next child then has a chance to add a word, which is acceptable.  

5. When the time is up, let the child at the board add one or two words to finish the sentence.   

6. Read both sentences and count the words to see which one is longest. Draw the children’s 

attention to the words they used that helped them to construct their sentence, e.g. 

conjunctions, sequencers and relative pronouns. 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 In the interest of making their sentences as long as possible, this activity encourages 

children to try out using grammar words that they usually tend to avoid in their own writing.   

 You may find that you need to create a rule of silence during the activity in order to avoid 

some children calling out and trying to dictate words to other members of their group.   

 Depending on the sentences produced, it may be suitable for children to work together and 

continue constructing the text and turn it into a story.  

 


