
Relationships 

 

Defining relationships 

 Listen to this message and discuss in pairs the relationships between the people in it. 

 
John, l've just gone out to get some pizza for the kids' dinner. They should be back from the park with Lisa 
soon. Don't touch the kitchen wall - the paint's still wet. Jean sent you an e-mail. Don't worry - 1 didn't read 
it! Oh, and if Chris calls, l'm not here tonight. Pat х 
 

 

 Tell each other about some of the relationships you are in, e.g. husband/wife, student/teacher, 

tenant/landlord, daughter/father, etc. 

 ln pairs, choose two or three of the following sentences and spend а few minutes discussing the 

events that led to the person saying them. 

 
l'm in love!             We've split up!                I'll never speak to them again!             l've left my job 

 

 

Swap partners with another pair. Student А, say а sentence. Student В, ask as many questions as you can to 

find out about the situation. Then swap roles. 

 

Life goes on 

In groups, discuss how someone's personal and/or professional relationships can be affected by these 

changes. 

 
winning the lottery,            getting promoted at work,              getting divorced,           having а baby,         

relocating to а different town/country,                alcoholism 
 

 

Tell the rest of the group about any life-changing events that have happened to you, or somebody you know. 

 

Friendship 

In pairs, tell each other about your best friend at school, and your best friend now. Is it the same person? Can 

men and women be best friends? 

 Discuss these sayings. Do you agree with them? 

Love me, love my dog.  
Opposites attract.  



А friend in need is а friend indeed.  
Absence makes the heart grow fonder.  
When poverty comes in through the door, love flies out the window.  
Blood is thicker than water. 

 

Do you have any similar sayings in your country? Tell us a few of them. 

 

Love 

Do you believe in love at first sight? Does anyone know the story of Romeo and Juliet? (Elicit the story, one 

sentence at а time from those who know it, with а question about each line from those who don't, e.g. They 

met at а party. Whose party was it?)  

In small groups, discuss the way relationships begin in different cultures. What are the most important 

foundations of а successful relationship? Compare your ideas with another group. 

 

Famous couples 

Here are some people from famous relationships. When you hear the names, shout out their partners and 

tell us something about the relationship. 

 
Samson,      Bonnie,     John Lennon,       Princess Diana,     Posh Spice,       Napoleon,        Anthony, Romeo 

 

 

(lf the class is mixed nationality.) In small groups, tell each other about а famous couple from your own 

country. 

 

Lonely Hearts 

 ln pairs, write two short announcements for a lonely hearts section in a magazine. They should not 

be for yourselves, but for an imaginary man and woman. Here are two examples. 

Jill of all Trades: spontaneous, energetic F, 31, into climbing, sailing, tennis, dancing, drumming. Seeks 
honest straightforward М with GSOH for friendship+. РО Вох 11483.  
Tolerant, Sensitive, considerate М, 29, journalist, likes socialising, music, film. WLTM creative sensitive F 
25-35. РО Bох 12951 . 

 

 

Take one announcement each and mingle with the rest of the class to see if there's another lonely heart who 

is compatible with yours. You must find а partner, so you may have to settle for someone who is 'not 

incompatible'. Talk with your new partner and discuss how you think the relationship is going to develop. 

 ln groups, discuss the following questions. 



Why do people join dating agencies? Do such relationships work out?  
What other ways are there of finding romance?  
What is a ‘blind date'?  
Do you think it's possible to meet your future husband/wife on the internet? 

 

 

Marriage 

In pairs, discuss your opinions on these aspects of marriage. 

the best age to get married  
the importance of religion to marriage  
the advantages and disadvantages of arranged marriages 

 

Discuss the most common reasons for getting married and getting divorced. 

 In pairs, agree the terms of а marriage contract to make the responsibilities of each person clear. 

Here are some issues to consider. 

 
relationships with other people,           looking after babies,          paying the bills,        housework,                      
making money,            spending money,              hours spent at work and at home,             honesty 

 

 

Family 

 What are the differences between nuclear families and extended families? (Elicit comparisons from 

the class, e.g. Grandparents are not as well looked after the nuclear families.) 

In pairs, compare your families when you were children. Use these questions to help you. 

How many people were there?  
Did you get on with everyone?  
Were your parents strict? 
Who was the head of the family?  
How often did you see your cousins?  
Did you have any pets? 

 

 In small groups, discuss these questions. 

How has family life changed during your lifetime?  
Do you think it's aссeрtаbе for parents to smack children?  
Should grandparents be put in old people's homes?  
Is it ассeрtablе to have more than one husband or wife?  
What are the advantages and disadvantages of being а single parent? 

 

 



Project 

Find a lonely hearts section in a magazine and bring it into class.  Can you see any two people in the section 

who might be compatible? 

 


