
Metal, plastic, glass or wood? 

 

 

 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, B1.1 

Age: 8-12 

Organization: whole class, pairs 

Aims: To identify different materials; to recognize that everyday objects can be made from the same or 

different materials; to recognize that materials can be used in different ways; to ask and answer 

questions about materials and complete a grid. 

Language focus: questions with can (for possibility), be, made of …, materials (metal, plastic, etc.), 

household or classroom objects and furniture 

Materials:  Essential: example objects of different materials / Optional:  copies of the grid (one for each 

child) 

 

 

Procedure   

1. Show children examples of objects made of metal, plastic, glass or wood and say, e.g. look at this 

spoon. It’s made of metal. / Look at this pencil case. It’s made of plastic. Check understanding by 

getting children to identify things in the classroom made of different materials, e.g. The door is 

made of wood. My pencil sharpener is made of plastic. Ask questions, e.g. Can a pencil sharpener 

be made of metal? Can a door be made of glass? In order to get the children thinking about the 

idea that some objects can be made from different materials, and that different materials can be 

used in different ways.   

2. Divide the class into pairs.  

3. Either draw the grid below on the board (including words or pictures or both for each item) and 

ask the children to copy this or give out copies (one to each child).  

4. Explain and demonstrate that children should talk about each item and write ticks in the grid 

depending on the materials they can be made of, e.g. Can a comb be made of metal? Yes, it can. / 

Can a comb be made of glass? No, it can’t.   

5. At the end, get the children to report back and compare their answers. Use this as an opportunity 

to discuss the different materials in English or L1 as appropriate, e.g. Why isn’t a plastic saucepan 

a good idea? (except as a toy?) (It would melt on the stove.) / What’s the difference between a 

metal bucket and a plastic bucket? (The metal one is heavier.) Listen to children’s responses and 

be ready to recast or extend their ideas as necessary. 

 

 

 



 comb mug box spoon saucepan bucket bowl pencil case 

metal         

plastic         

wood          

glass          

 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 As a follow-up, in pairs children can think about other objects that may be made of different 

materials. They prepare their own versions of the grid and then exchange, complete and discuss 

these, first with the pair who prepared the grid and then with the whole class.  

 As an extension, children can do further work on the properties of different materials, e.g.  

Metal is strong / Glass is transparent and why these properties make them good materials to be 

used for particular objects. The activity can also be linked to content-based work on recycling.  

 In order to reduce the challenge of the activity if necessary, children can complete a grid with 

fewer items and two materials only, e.g. metal and plastic. Children can also ask, e.g. Can a comb 

be metal…? rather than Can a comb be made of metal? If this is too difficult.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 


