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Open Mind
advanced

Listening 

A Listen to this conversation between  
friends about some common diet myths.  
For questions 1–5, choose T (true), F (false)  
or N (not enough information to be sure).

1 It is a commonly believed but false idea  
that keeping the body fed at regular  
intervals helps a person to stay slim. T / F / N

2 Megan currently avoids coffee for  
health reasons. T / F / N

3 Coffee, it is now thought, makes you  
less likely to suffer from a number  
of illnesses. T / F / N

4 Excessive sugar consumption is now  
known to be linked to heart disease. T / F / N

5 Megan suggests that most people think it  
is fat in the diet that causes people to 
be overweight. T / F / N

B Listen to three people – Rick, Fiona and 
Stella – talking about house-buying for young 
people. Complete the sentences about what 
they say.

6 Rick feels very   about not being 
able to buy a home.

7 He thinks he should have the same opportunities as 
 .

8 Fiona’s parents gave her the money for a 
 .

9 Her   often buys clothes for her.

 10 Stella thinks that people should only own 
 .
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Open Mind advanced

The Sandbox in the Classroom

Computer games have had a bad press these past 
few years. They’re addictive, it is claimed. They take 
children away from their books, their friends and 
the playground, robbing them of more productive 
and sociable leisure activities. Well, not according 
to a growing number of schools who have adopted 
sandbox-style computer games in the classroom.

For anyone not familiar with the term, a sandbox 
game is the sort of game in which a player can move 
about freely, with few rules and restrictions.  
The objective, when playing, is to construct, 
rather than destroy. It is this last aspect of the game 
that makes it suitable for the classroom, say its 
supporters. We spoke to Greg Jones, head teacher at 
Saint Mary’s School, Coventry, where just such a game 
has been adopted by the top-year teachers.

‘Our children are using an adapted school version 
of this particular game and I have to say, I’m very 
impressed with the results. There are so many 
potential applications. For example, a class who were 
recently studying the Ancient Greeks got to create a 
Greek temple which they could then walk around and 
explore. The fact that it was three-dimensional really 
brought it to life. Another teacher uses it to teach 
literacy. She had her class create an environment 
based on a very detailed description. The text itself 
was quite lengthy with some fairly sophisticated 
language in it and what she found was that even 
those pupils who are usually quite reluctant to read 
did so with great purpose. The same teacher then did 
the task in reverse so that children wrote a description 
of an environment that she had created for them. 
I read some of the work that resulted from that 
particular exercise and it was outstanding. I think the 
teaching possibilities here are unlimited.’ I wondered 
if the school had encountered any opposition from 
the parents, who at home presumably struggle to get 
their kids off screens.

‘Actually, very little. We’ve sent home some 
information about these games and parents 
understand that although, when children play 
these games at home, they’re very open-ended, in 
class, the tasks we set are very structured with clear 
teaching outcomes. The children are very focused on 
the task in hand. No, overall, the parents have been 
very supportive and encouraging.’

Reading 
A Read this article on the growing use of 
a particular type of computer game in the 
classroom. For questions 1–5, choose the best 
ending for each sentence. Choose A, B or C.

1 Computer games are criticised because 
A they stop children from learning to read.
B they lack structure and rules.
C they replace more constructive activities.

2 What makes the sandbox-style game appropriate  
for classroom use is
A the fact that it is constructive rather than 

destructive.
B the fact that it has few rules.
C the fact that a player can move about without 

being limited.

3 Greg Jones feels that the Greek temple was exciting 
for the children because
A it was accurate in all its detail.
B they had made it themselves.
C they felt as if they had experienced it 

themselves.

4 The first literacy task mentioned showed how  
games like these can inspire
A very capable and hard-working learners.
B learners of all abilities.
C learners who are not always motivated in class.

5 According to Jones, parents understand that 
A these sorts of games are useful no matter how 

children play them.
B teachers have a specific aim in mind when they 

use these games in the classroom.
C children concentrate when these games are used 

because they love them.
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Open Mind advanced

6 Why were the competition judges embarrassed?
  

  

7 What does the child’s father think about art experts?
  

  

8 Why did Tom Keating produce forged paintings, 
according to the article?

  

  

9 What were Keating’s ‘time-bombs’?
  

  

 10 Why does the author describe the current value of 
Keating’s work as ‘the ultimate irony’?

  

  

B Read the article. Answer the questions 
briefly and in your own words.

But is it really Art?

Judges of a prestigious art competition were left with 
red faces recently when it emerged that the winning 
entry – praised for its ‘sophisticated technique’ and 
‘faultless composition’ – was the work of a 5-year old 
from Cardiff.

‘This just confirms everything I suspected about these 
so-called “experts”,’ said her father, Scott Turner. 
‘They use a lot of big words designed to make the 
rest of us feel uncultured by comparison, but it’s all 
a load of nonsense.’

‘They said her painting represented the conflict 
between good and evil – well, I spoke to the artist 
and she told me it was “mummy dancing”. Entering 
my daughter’s picture was just a bit of a joke really, 
but the fact that it actually won proves for once 
and for all that these people really don’t know what 
they’re talking about.’

Turner is just the latest in a long line of people who 
have set out to trick the art world. One of the most 
famous was the artist Tom Keating, who forged many 
hundreds of paintings, motivated largely by a desire 
to damage an art market which he perceived to be 
greedy and immoral. 

Keating actually intended his paintings to be found 
out as the imitations they were. He planted ‘time-
bombs’ he knew would be discovered as soon as a 
painting went for verification, for example leaving 
writing on the canvas that he knew would be revealed 
by X-ray, using modern materials, or including 
deliberate mistakes in the paintings.

His deception eventually came to light when an 
unusually high number of similar paintings were sent 
for auction at the same time. Keating freely confessed 
to his crime, but he was not prosecuted, and even 
went on to present a TV series on the techniques of 
the Old Masters.

Both these tales raise profound questions about the 
nature of art. If even experts are unable to distinguish 
‘real’ art from ‘fake’, how can we assign value to art 
in any meaningful way? Keating died in 1984, but the 
ultimate irony of his story is that his own paintings –  
even the forgeries – are now sold to collectors for 
considerable sums of money, a fact which surely 
would have dismayed him.
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Open Mind advanced

Writing 
A University tuition fees have recently been 
raised and students are finding that they 
are very poor. To bring the issue to public 
attention, write a brief letter to a national 
newspaper. Explain how you struggle to find 
enough money even for the most basic of 
living expenses, despite being very careful.

You should include information on some of 
the following:
•	 your efforts to save money
•	 how you plan your spending
•	 your shopping habits

You should write 120–140 words.

B Write a short article about a controversial 
belief. Think of something that many people 
believe in, but many do not (e.g. homeopathy, 
superstitions, astrology).

You should include the following:
•	 A heading.
•	 A short introduction.
•	 At least two reasons why people believe in it.
•	 At least two reasons why people think it is not true.
•	 Your own conclusions about whether or not it is true.

You should write 130–150 words.


