
Build a story  

 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B1.1 

Age: 10-12 

Organization: pairs, whole class 

Aims: To create a story in response to questions; to develop imagination; to collaborate with 

others  

Language focus: In the example: present simple, present continuous, have got, adjectives to 

describe people, clothes, actions, weather, time  

Alternatives: past simple, any familiar language  

Materials:  Essential: none  

 

Procedure    

Use this activity as preparation and lead-in to children writing a story.  

1. Divide the class into pairs.  

2. Explain that the children are going to create a story with their partner in response to 

questions and that you will give them time (e.g. 3-5 minutes) to prepare and note their 

answers to each question before continuing.  

3. Ask a series of questions, as below. Elicit possible answers to one or two of the questions as 

an example before starting, e.g. There is a bank robber and a dancer in the story. The bank 

robber is tall. He’s got dark hair and he’s wearing glasses. The dancer is short and very 

beautiful. She’s got long red hair. Pause between each question to give the children time to 

prepare their answers.  

 

Questions you can ask are:  

 

Who is in the story?  (two characters) What are they like?  

Where does the story happen? What is the place like?  

What is the weather like? What time of day is it?  

What do the characters want?   

What is the problem?  

What happens? (think of up to three events)   

How does the story end?     



4. At the end of the activity, invite different pairs to tell the stories they have prepared to the 

rest of the class.  

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 This activity helps children to share and structure their ideas for writing a story. Once they 

have the basic content and a plan in place, this frees them up to concentrate more on the 

language they will use.  

 As a follow-up to this activity, you can ask the children to write and draft version of their 

stories, either in class or for homework. Children can then be encouraged to revise and edit 

these in subsequent lessons with a view to, for example, writing a suitable opening and 

ending to the story, organizing paragraphs, adding or changing words to make to the 

language more interesting, using pronominal reference and connecting sentences and ideas 

in relevant ways. The final versions of the stories can then be illustrated and displayed or 

made into books.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


