
Can I cross your river, Mr crocodile? 

 

 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2 

 

Age: 7-10 

 

Organization: whole class 

 

Aims: To ask permission and respond according to the reply in a playground game; to follow and respect 

the rules of a game. 

 

Language focus: can (for permission), if, present continuous, have got, clothes, parts of the body, 

colours 

 

Materials:  Essential: chalk or tape to mark the ‘river banks’  

 

Procedure 

 

Play this game in the playground or gym. 

1. Use tape or chalk to mark the boundaries of the ‘river’ (5-10 metres apart).  

2. Either choose a (confident) child to be the crocodile or take this role yourself.  

3. Get the other children to stand on one of the banks of the river and to ask you in chorus Can I 

cross your river, Mr (or Miss/ Mrs) crocodile? Mime looking crafty and thoughtful and then answer, 

e.g. Yes, if you’re wearing something red! / Yes, if you’ve got curly hair! 

4. Explain and demonstrate that children who fit the description should say thank you, Mr or (Miss 

/ Mrs) Crocodile! And try and run across the river without you catching them.  

5. Any children who are caught become crocodiles and help you think up answers in the following 

turns. The last child to be caught is the winner and becomes the crocodile in the next round of 

the game.  

 

Comments and Suggestions   

 As with 5.10, this game involves children playing in English outside the classroom and using 

language in a natural, motivating and enjoyable way.  

 The language demands of the activity can be adjusted to suit the children, eg it may only be 

appropriate to play the game using one structure and lexical set eg … if you’re wearing blue 

shoes.   

 Although children are unlikely to have formally come across if or conditional sentences, they 

usually have no problem either understanding or using the word if in the context of the game. If 

necessary, you can give a quick translation at the start of the game. 



 

 

 

 


