
Camping Weekend 

 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B.1.1 

 

Age: 9-12 

 

Organization: whole class, pairs  

 

Aims: To decide and agree on eight items you need for a camping weekend; to list the items in order of 

importance; to explain and give reasons for your choices. 

 

Language focus: In the example: need, because, may/might, suggestions (Let’s …, What’s about ..?), 

camping items. 

 

Alternatives: will  

 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: photocopies of a list of camping items (one for each child)  

 

 

Things to take camping   
 

 rucksack                         

 sleeping bag                 

 mobile phone            

 camping stove              

 saucepan                        

 tin opener                    

 torch                             

 matches    

 Penknife 

 Spoon and fork 

 watch 

 plasters 

 Insect repellent  

 Compass   

 towel   

 radio  
 

 

 

 



Procedure  

1. Ask the children to imagine that it is a cold and rainy weekend in spring and that they are going 

to go camping by a lake in the mountains with a group of friends. Explain that they have got a 

tent, warm clothes and tins of food.  

2. Ask the children to suggest what else might be useful and write a list on the board (see example), 

or give them each a photocopy.  

3. Divide the class into pairs.  

4. Explain that the children can only take eight items with them.  

5. Ask them to work with their partner and write a list of the eight things they decide to take, in 

order of importance. Alternatively, ask them to tick eight things on the list you have given them 

and then number them in order of importance.  

6. Demonstrate the activity with one child or pair, e.g. T: What do you need? P: I think we need a 

sleeping bag. T: Why? P: Because it may be cold. T: Yes, you’re right.  

7. At the end, ask the pairs to report back to the class and give reasons, e.g. T: Who thinks you need 

a mobile phone? P: Isabel and me. T: Why? P: Because we may need to phone the police. 

 

Comments and Suggestions   

 This activity appeals to children’s imagination. Some children may feel very strongly about which 

items to take and the reasons for these. You need to be ready to prompt and/or help with language 

to explain these, if necessary. However, it is usually best not to do this too quickly and to give 

children an opportunity to experiment in getting their meaning across independently if they can.  

 Activities in which children are asked to prioritize or rank things in order of importance usually 

generate lots of discussion. Any kind of adventure situation works well for this,  e.g. a week in the 

jungle, on a raft at sea, in the Arctic, or on a desert island. 

 


