
                                                                    Deduction 

 

 

Enigma 

 

Here is a five-letter word. (Write five blanks on the board.) Suggest some possible words. I’ll write an X 

for every letter in your word that’s the same as one of mine and in the right place. I’ll write an O for 

every letter in your word that’s the same as one of mine but in the wrong place. Try to deduce the 

correct letters, e.g.  

 

  

Suggestion  
 
 

Code  Example deductions  

P A P E R  
 
 

  OO The word can’t be great because there are only two letters the same. It 
could be sport or teach. 

S P O R T  
 
 

  OO There might be a ‘p’ and an ‘r’ in the word. 

P R O V E  
 
 

  XX The word can’t include a ‘p’ or an ‘O’  Otherwise there would an X for the  
‘P’ in paper and for the ‘O’ in sport. 

H O U S E  
 
 

   X  I think there’s an ‘e’ at the end of the word.  
 

P H O N E  
 
 

   X There can’t be an ‘h’ or an ‘O’, Otherwise there would be an O for house. It 
can’t be the ‘n’ in phone and the ‘s’ in house so it must be the ‘e’ at the 
end. This means that the word can’t have an ‘a’, ‘u’ or ‘v’ . The word must 
contain an ‘r’ and a ‘t’. it probably needs another vowel which will either 
be ‘I’  or ‘e’ because there isn’t an ‘a’ , ‘O’ ,or ‘U’ 

W R I T E  
 
 

 XXXXX  

 

Drawings  

 

I’m going to draw something on the board.  After each line, try to guess what it is, e.g. it might be a … , It 

could be a … , (Draw these objects line by line, or invite a student to do it. ) 

 

bicycle,         house,          washing machine,         cat,             toaster,          toothbrush,         man fishing 
 

 



Explanations 

 

Work in pairs. I’ll tell you about a situation. Discuss some possible explanations, e.g. T – He isn’t 

answering the phone. S – He might be in the shower. He must want us to leave him alone. Maybe the 

phone ringer is switched off. 

 

The line is engaged. The fridge smells absolutely terrible. I’m working 16 hours a day at the moment. 
There’s a lot of noise next door. Sheila is always smiling these days. They’ve decided not to publish my 
book.  The baby is crying. The car won’t start.  He’s wearing a Rolex. Carol’s studying astrophysics. 

  

In pairs, make past deductions about these situations, e.g. T – You’ve lost your bag. S – I must have left it 

on the bus. I can’t have left it at home because I keep my bus pass in it.  

 

Ray’s got a lovely tan. The boss looks really tired. The hotel room was full of massive spiders. They 
didn’t come to our wedding. I feel sick. Jess doesn’t come to class any more. Charlie’s got a black eye. 
They came back looking very disappointed. Suddenly they’ve got loads of money. My phone rang at 
three o’clock this morning.  

 

 

The next morning 

 

Imagine you have woken up on a Sunday morning with a terrible headache. You can’t remember 

anything from the night before, but you discover some clues. Work in a small groups and speculate 

about what happened. 

 

There’s a strange telephone number with the letters CS in your pocket.  
There’s a half-eaten hamburger in the kitchen, but you’re a vegetarian.  
You’ve got a graze on your forehead. 
The front door is wide open.  
Nothing is missing from the flat.  
Your photo is on the front page of the morning paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Classroom detectives  

 

A body was discovered in the classroom during break and the police believe that someone in the class is 

the killer. (Reveal the information bit by bit, completing it as necessary.)  

There was a cigarette end next to the deceased’s body but he was a non-smoker.  
There was a suicide note, but it wasn’t written in the deceased’s handwriting.  
The note contained some grammar mistakes. 
Forensic evidence suggests that the killer had ____ hair. 
Forensic evidence suggests the killer was wearing something ____(colour.) 

 

In small groups, identify the killer based on the information given to you, e.g. It can’t have been Anya 

because she’s non-smoker. It might have been Pedro because he’s wearing a green jumper.  

 

 

lateral thinking 

 

I’m going to give you a lateral thinking problem. (Write it on the board.) 

 

A man went to a party and drank some of the punch. He then left early. Everyone else at the party 
who drank the punch subsequently died of poisoning. Why? 

  

In pairs, try to work out what happened, e.g. He might have put the poison in the punch.  

(If no one gets it, give the students clues to lead them in the right direction. The answer is that the 

poison was in the ice cubes and the man had left the party before the ice cubes melted.) 

(Here are some more lateral thinking problems that can be used for past deduction.) 

 

1. A man is found dead in a field. He is clutching a broken match. What happened? (He and a 
number of other passengers were making a balloon trip in a desperate attempt to flee a 
country. The balloon had to lose weight to stop it from crashing. He drew the short match and 
had to jump.)  

2. The music stopped. The circus tight- rope walker died. Explain. (She walked blindfolded over a 
high wire. The band played as she crossed and when the music stopped, it was the signal that 
she had reached the end of the wire and could safely alight. One day the conductor was taken 
ill and the stand-in conductor ended the piece of music too early. She stepped off to her 
death.)  

3. A hunter aimed his rifle carefully and fired. Seconds later, he realised his mistake. Minutes 
later he was dead. What happened? (It was winter. He fired the rifle near a snowy cliff, which 
started an avalanche.)  
 

 

 

 

 



Tell me why 

 

I’m going to say some deduction sentences. Give me evidence to support each sentence, e.g. They must 

be in love. – They are smiling at each other so romantically.  

 

 
He must have left in a hurry. It can’t have been properly packed. We must have met before 
somewhere. There can’t have been anyone at home. You must have cooked it at the wrong 
temperature. They can’t have given us the right directions. The thief must have got in through the 
window. She can’t have told him. There must have been a party here. 
 

 

 

Project 

 

Bring some family photos into the next lesson. Work in groups. Swap photos with another group. Discuss 

who’s who in the photos you receive, e.g. this must be Jose’s brother. That might be his mum, but she 

seems so young. This can’t be his wife, surely. 

join the other group and see if you were right, e.g. We reckon this is your brother, Jose.  


