
Transport Survey 

 

Level: All  

Age: 8-12  

Organization: groups, whole class 

Aims: To ask and find out how people come to school; to ask and find out how long the journey 

takes; (to compare journeys and means of transport). 

Language focus: In the example: present simple, questions with How ...?, means of transport, 

journey times, preferences (comparative adjectives) 

Alternatives: can, skills and activities; have got, pets, toys; like, food, fruit, vegetables 

Materials: Essential: none/Optional: photocopies of survey table (one for each child) 

 

name by bus by car by bus by motor 

bike 

walk (or 

on foot) 

by train time 

Jo √      45 

minutes 

        

        

        

 

Procedure 

1. Divide the class into groups of 4-6. 

2. Draw the table on the board as above. 

3. Ask the children to copy the table (or give them each a copy) and to write the names of 

the members of their group in the first column. 

4. Elicit and practice questions children need to ask to complete the table. 

5. Demonstrate the activity with one child, e.g. T: How do you come to school, Jo? P: By bus. 

T: How long does it take? P: (About) 45 minutes. 



6. Children take turns to ask and answer questions in their groups and complete the table. 

7. At the end, ask some children to report back to the doss, e.g. Jo comes to school by bus. 

It takes 45 minutes. If appropriate, children can also compare journey times, e.g. it’s faster 

by car than by train. / It's slower by bike than by bus. 

 

Comments and suggestions 

 With higher levels, you can ask children to say which means of transport they prefer and 

why, e.g. I prefer cars. They're faster. / I prefer trains. You can read on a train. 

 With lower levels, you can omit the last column and the question about journey time. 

 Children can use their completed tables to write sentences about the members of their 

group. 

 This activity can be used as a lead-in to topic work on, for example, traffic, road safety, 

personal travel safety or air and noise pollution. 

 Group and class surveys can be done on many topics, such as skills and activities children 

can do, pets or other things they have got, or food they like. 

 


