
Listening Grid 

 

Level: All  

Age: 9-12  

Organization: individual, whole class 

Aims: To listen to a dialogue or text for detail and complete a grid; to use the grid to reconstruct the 

information. 

Language focus: In the example: present simple, daily routines, times 

Alternatives: any other suitable language and vocabulary 

Materials: Essential.: a text or dialogue for children to listen to, e.g. from the children's course book, 

a prepared grid based on the text or dialogue / Optional: cassette/CD and player. 

 

name get up have 

breakfast 

go to 

school 

have 

lunch 

go home have 

dinner 

go to bed 

Vanessa        

Jack        

Martha        

 

Procedure 

1. Draw the grid you have prepared on the board and ask the children to copy it. 

2. Explain that they should listen to the text you are going to read and note the times in the 

grid. 

3. Give an example, e.g. Vanessa gets up at half past seven and write this in the table. 

4. Play the cassette/CO or read the children the text yourself once or twice, e.g. Vanessa gets 

up at half past seven. She has a shower and cleans her teeth and then she has breakfast at 

eight o'clock. Vanessa goes to school with her father at half past eight. She has lunch at half 

past twelve and she goes home on the bus at quarter to four. Alter school Vanessa does her 

homework and watches TV. She has dinner at seven o'clock with her mother and father. She 

goes to bed at half past nine. 

5. Children note the times in the grid and compare and check their answers. 



Comments and suggestions 

 Listening grids provide a flexible means of checking comprehension of texts or dialogues 

about two or more people, places, animals or things. They are easy to prepare. 

 The use of a grid provides an alternative to asking Wh-questions after listening. Instead you 

can say, e.g. Tell me about Vanessa and children reconstruct key information in the text using 

their completed grids. 

 The use of a grid avoids children having to write complete answers and enables them to focus 

on listening, which is the target skill, rather than writing during the activity. 

 The completed grid provides a framework and prompt for oral and/or written reconstruction 

following the activity. 

 In many cases, all the activity requires is that children write ticks and/or crosses in the grid 

as they listen, e.g. in texts or dialogues about people's likes and dislikes or descriptions of 

different animals and features that they have or haven't got. 

 


