
Story whispers 

 

 

 

Level: All 

Age: 6-12 

Organization: teams  

Aims: To listen and whisper sentences that tell a story; to read and order sentences to tell the 

story; to collaborate as part of a team.  

Language focus: any, depending on the story 

Materials:  Essential: two copies of the story (one for each team); two photocopies of the same 

text with the sentences cut into strips, e.g. as for The princess in the tower above (one for each 

team)  

 

Procedure    

Use this activity for a story which is not familiar to the children but which does not contain new 

language.  

1. Divide the class into two teams. Get each team to stand or sit in a line.  

2. Stick a copy of the story on the wall at the back of each line.  

3. Place a set of cut-up sentences which tell the story in jumbled order at the front of each line 

(far enough away so that the children cannot read the sentences from where they are 

standing or sitting).  

4. Explain and demonstrate that the child at the back of each line reads the first sentence of the 

story and then whispers it to the next child in the line. That child whispers it to the next child, 

and so on down the line, until it gets to the child at the front. This child then selects the 

correct sentence from the cut-up strips, and places it in order on the desk. They then go to 

the back of the line to read the next sentence of the story and start the process again.  

5. Once the teams have arranged all the sentences in order, ask one child from each team to 

bring the story text to the front of the class to check that they have done this correctly.   

6. When everyone is seated, either ask general comprehension questions about the story and 

encourage the children to recall as much as they can and/or do further activities based on 

the story.  

 

  



 

Comments and Suggestions  

 This activity promotes active listening and children are naturally motivated to make their 

pronunciation as clear as possible so their team finishes first.  

 As an alternative, the activity can also be done by teams of children sitting in rows going 

across the class. As children do not need to stand up or move about, this is likely to be easier 

to manage. However, you will need more photocopies of the material (as many as there are 

rows) and it will be the same child who starts the whispering and orders the sentences in 

each row. The activity will also be shorter, as the first child in each team can start whispering 

the next sentence as soon as the previous one has got to, say, the third child in the row.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


