
Sound Collage 

 

 

 

Level: All  

Age: 4-12 

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To listen and create a dramatic atmosphere related to a story through sounds; to collaborate as a 

group; to practise self-discipline and self-control. 

Language focus: any, depending on the context  

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: maracas  

 

 

Procedure   

 

Use this activity either to introduce a story or as a transition between telling a story and acting it out. For 

example, if you are using a story which takes place in the rainforest, e.g. Monkey Puzzle, you can get the 

children to create a sound collage of the rainforest in the following way. 

1. Ask the children to close their eyes and imagine the noises in the rainforest. Talk them through 

this softly, making sure that the language you use is comprehensible, e.g. It’s very hot and you can 

hear the rain – pitter, patter, pitter, patter. The wind is gently blowing through the trees -  

rustle, rustle, rustle, rustle. There is water in a stream splashing over the rocks – trickle, trickle, 

splash, splash. Insects are buzzing in the undergrowth – buzz, buzz, buzz, - and birds are hooting 

in the trees.  

2. Explain to the children that in just a moment, you are going to ask them to make noises from the 

rainforest; the noise they choose should be loud enough for children around them to hear but not 

so loud that they can’t hear other people’s noises.  

3. Give a cue to start the activity by saying, e.g. Let’s go to the rainforest now! and softly shaking 

maracas, if you have these. Children start making their rainforest noises.  

4. After a minute or so, stop shaking the maracas and say, eg Let’s leave the rainforest now! 

Children stop making their noises and open their eyes. Give positive feedback (if deserved) on 

the atmosphere created. 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 

 Sound collage is a very powerful drama activity and you may be surprised at how convincingly the 

atmosphere of a rainforest is created. In order to work successfully, however, it is vital that 



children respect the convention of not making any noises apart from the ones in the drama. If you 

model taking the activity seriously, then the chances are that they will too.  

 An alternative version of the activity is that instead of making sounds, children repeat words 

associated with the context in a whisper. For example, in a sound collage of the countryside 

different children could whisper the words trees/birds/bees/flowers/sky/butterfly etc. If children 

keep their eyes open during the sound collage, you or a child can pretend to be a character in the 

story and walk round the class. Children make their noises louder as you walk near them and 

softer as you move away.  

 Simple, short drama activities like sound collages help children practise the kind of self-discipline 

and self-control needed for successful classroom drama and prepare them for doing longer, more 

complex activities as they become accustomed to using drama techniques.  


