
Shared Writing 

 

 

 

Level: All  

 

Age: 5-12 

 

Organization: whole class 

 

Aims: To create a text with children in order to model writing strategies; to draft, edit, and write 

contributions in a shared and collaborative way. 

 

Language focus: In the example: be, present simple, adjectives to describe animals, have got,  

 

Alternatives: any language and vocabulary or text type  

 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: a picture, poster or DVD to use as a stimulus to writing  

 

 

Procedure  

1. Prepare for the writing activity by creating interest and using a stimulus to prompt ideas, e.g. a 

picture or poster, a letter (which the children are going to reply to) a related text, an extract from 

a DVD.  

2. Set a goal for the activity. For example, with younger children doing a topic of work on bears and 

responding to a poster: Let’s write a description of the grizzly bear together. What can you tell me 

about the grizzly bear?   

3. Use the children’s contributions to build up a text and write this on the board, e.g. P1: Is big. (sic) 

T: yes. That’s right. So, what can we write? The grizzly bear … P2: Is big. T: (writes) Good.  And 

anything else? (using gesture to show height) P3: Tall. T: very good. So what can we write? P4: 

The grizzly bear is big and tall. T: (writes) Great. What about the grizzly bear’s colour? Shall we 

write about that? P5: Yes! Brown!  T: Ok and what’s this?  P6: Fur. T: Well done. So what can we 

write?   

4. At the end, get the children to read the description you have constructed together and ask them 

to copy it into their notebooks (with younger children this may be one or two sentences only) e.g. 

The grizzly bear is big and tall. It has got brown fur. The grizzly bear has got a big head and small 

eyes.  It has got sharp teeth and sharp claws. The grizzly bear likes swimming. it eats fish. It also 

eats fruit and berries from trees.   

5. As a follow-up, older children can write a description of another bear, e.g. a giant panda or polar 

bear, either individually or in pairs, using the text you have constructed together as a guide and 

model. 

 

 



Comments and Suggestions   

 As with shared reading, shared writing enables you to model cognitive strategies and processes 

which the children will be able to internalize and subsequently make use of in their own 

independent writing.  

 Shared writing is a technique that can be used with all ages and levels of primary. With very young 

children just beginning to write, it helps develop fine motor skills and is motivating in the way that 

it involves children in contributing to and creating what they write themselves,  rather than 

mechanical copying. With older children, the technique is particularly useful to use when you are 

introducing them to a new writing genre, e.g. a story, a report, a recipe, a poem, and you can 

demonstrate and model specific language features and conventions with the whole class before 

children work more independently.   

 Through the technique of shared writing, children have a permanent record in their notebooks of 

a written text that they can refer to as a model and guide in their own writing. In this way, shared 

writing provides an invaluable scaffold or support in developing children’s skills and confidence 

as autonomous writers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


