
Second Conditional 

 

What if … 

Supposing you could meet anyone you wanted, alive or dead, who would it be? Why? What would you say 

to him/her? 

If you could live in another place and time in history, what would it be? 

In small groups, brainstorm some endings for these sentences. Choose the best from your group and write 

the whole sentence down. (Ask the groups to read out their ideas and invite the class to choose their 

favorites.) 

If the world was flat…                                         If animals could speak … 
If we were all clones…                                        If cows could fly… 
If you had two heads…                                       If money grew on trees… 
If time travel was possible…                              If there was no money… 
If nobody knew how to read…                          If everyone was telepathic… 

 

If I gave you one million euros, what would you do with it? Write a list of five things. Read out your list. Who 

does the class think should get the money? 

 

If … 

Work in pairs. Listen to these situations and write what would happen if the situation was different, e.g. It’s 

raining; we’ll have to cancel the barbecue, - If it wasn’t raining, we’d have a barbecue. If it was sunny, we’d 

have a barbecue. 

I don’t know the answer so I can’t tell you. 
He gets headaches because he works so hard. 
We don’t have enough space for the piano. 
She’s ill. She can’t come to the party. 
Life’s easy because we both have well-paid jobs. 
He’s not tall enough to be a policeman. 
I can’t give you a lift because I haven’t got a car. 
She’s so rude it’s not surprising they don’t like her. 

 

In pairs, tell your partner about things in your life you would change if you had the opportunity, e.g. If I had 

more money, I’d buy a car and do more travelling. If I didn’t have to work in the evenings, I’d do more 

exercise and get fit.  

 



 

World affairs 

In small groups, brainstorm some current world news stories and suggest improvements using the second 

conditional, e.g. If we all voted him out of office, the country would be a safer place. 

 

Advice 

In pairs, give each other advice for these problems, beginning If I were you, I’d … 

I want to give up smoking.                                   I’m fed up with doing temporary jobs. 
I love her, but she never calls.                             My dog keeps biting people. 
I can’t get to sleep at night.                                  Our house is cold and damp. 
I keep dropping things.                                          English spelling is so hard. 
MY flatmate’s really untidy.                                  My hair won’t stay flat. 
 

 

I wish and If only 

In pairs, rewrite these sentences with I wish / If only in two ways, one with a past tense and the other with 

would, e.g. It’s raining. – 1) I wish / If only it wasn’t raining. 2) I wish / If only it would stop raining. 

She’s singing that awful song again.              I’ve had a nasty cold all week. 
You’re unemployed.                                          He’s late for the meeting again. 
It’s cold outside.                                                 They never write to us. 
The lift is still not working.                                The streets here are filthy. 

 

A better place to live 

In pairs, write five sentences beginning I wish …  about the town or city where you live in order to make it 

better place to live, e.g. I wish the buses ran all through the night so I didn’t have to take a taxi home. 

Join with another pair. Discuss your sentences and decide which are the best five of your ideas from your 

combined lists. Then join with another group of four students and choose the best five ideas again. Choose 

someone from your group to write your ideas up on the board. As a class, decide on the best five sentences. 

(Variation: This activity also works well with ideas for improving the school.) 


