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The Gateway B2+ diagnostic test has been designed to assess the language ability of your students before entering a B2+ 
level course. It reflects the language and skills covered in the Gateway B2 level course and it can be used to determine the 
areas where your students are strong or weak.  

General Marking Guidelines 
The test covers Grammar, Vocabulary, Use of English and the four core skills (Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking). The full test 
has a total of 75 points.  
	

Section Items Points 

Grammar 15 15 
Vocabulary 15 15 
Use of English   5   5 
Reading 10 10 
Listening 10 10 
Writing   1 10 
Speaking   1 10 

Total  75 
 
The complete test takes approximately 60-70 minutes. The test can also be administered partially, using only the Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Use of English, Reading and Listening sections. In this case, the test should take approximately 50 minutes.  
 
You may give the full test or sections of it. Use the following formulas for grading. 
	

Sections Formula 

Full test ([student’s total score] ÷ 75) × 100 = percentage score 

Grammar, vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, 
Listening 

([student’s total score] ÷ 55) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Grammar, vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, 
Listening, Writing 

([student’s total score] ÷ 65) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Grammar, vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, 
Listening, Speaking 

([student’s total score] ÷ 65) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Recommendations for Remediation 
It should be stressed that the diagnostic test is not intended for grading purposes. The value of the test lies in using the points to 
see who the very strong or weak students are and dividing the class into subgroups as necessary.  
 
There are complete answer keys for all of the sections, as well as sample answers for the Writing and Speaking sections. The 
answer key contains tagged structures, lexical sets and skills which help you identify areas where students are having problems. 
 
For example: 1 A [present perfect]  
A student who repeatedly misses items marked [present perfect] may need to review this tense.  
 
In the Teacher’s Resource Centre, you will also find differentiated Extra grammar practice worksheets that can be set for further 
practice of the target grammar, as well as Study skills worksheets offering guidance on the four skills, grammar and vocabulary to 
help students improve their study habits.  
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Grammar 
1 
1  have been [modal verbs of deduction] 
2  had been looking [past perfect continuous] 
3  had revised [mixed conditional] 
4  to switch [verb followed by infinitive] 
5  would have lent [third conditional] 
6  would help [reported request] 
7  playing [verb plus preposition followed by gerund] 
 
2   
1  been criticising [present perfect continuous] 
2  active enough [too/enough + adjective] 
3  told [reported speech] 
4  going [verb followed by gerund] 
5  unless [first conditional with unless] 
6  was about to [future in the past] 
7  could [wish] 
8  be wishing [future continuous] 

Vocabulary 
3 
1  C [work and jobs] 
2  B [shopping and money] 
3  A [health and fitness] 
4  A [film] 
5  B [natural disasters]   
6  C [technology] 
7  B [news] 
 
4  
1  majority [noun] 
2  gifted [adjective] 
3  ability [noun] 
4  acquire [verb] 
5  keep [verb] 
6  self-confident [adjective] 
7  opportunity [noun] 
8  mind [verb] 

 
Use of English 

5   
1  is believed to be [passive voice] 
2  were going to [future in the past] 
3  shouldn’t have gone [modal verbs of obligation] 
4  congratulated me on/for passing [reported speech] 
5  providing/provided that [first conditional] 

Reading 
6   
1  F [detail] 
2  C [detail] 
3  A [detail] 
4  E [detail] 
5  B [detail] 
 
7   
1  F [detail] 
2  T [detail] 
3  NM [detail] 
4  F [detail] 
5  F [detail] 
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Listening 
Audioscript 
1 
Mum:  Oh no! Look at this traffic jam. What time does your 

train leave? 
Son:  In half an hour. What are you doing? 
Mum: I'm parking the car here. We'll just have to go the rest 

of the way to the station on foot. 
Son:  But this backpack's really heavy! 
Mum:  Well, it wouldn't be if you hadn't packed so much stuff! 

Anyway, you'll be carrying it around Europe with you 
for the next three months, so you're going to have to 
get used to it!  

 
2 
Well, first of all, I'd like to take this opportunity to say how nice 
it is to be here in Glasgow! As some of you know, we had to 
cancel our last gig in Edinburgh because I was a little under 
the weather. I'm really sorry about that, but we will be 
arranging a replacement gig in Edinburgh next month. 
Anyway, I'm back on my feet again now but I still have a 
slightly sore throat so I'll be drinking lots of water over the next 
couple of hours! OK, time for some music now! Our first song 
is taken from our new CD, 'Electric Jellyfish', which will be in 
the shops on June 15th I think? No, I've got it wrong, it's the 
16th! OK, the song is called 'Blue'! Thank you. 
 

3  
Katie: Hi Jamie. It's me! 
Jamie:   Katie! How's it going?  
Katie: I'm OK, but what about you? What's it like at 

university? You haven't replied to any of my 
messages! 

Jamie: Yeah, sorry, I've just been really busy. I've got a lot 
of coursework already and there are so many 
extracurricular activities ... I thought being a student 
would be more relaxing than this! 

Katie: Well, you're lucky you aren't still living at home like 
me. Billy has really been getting on my nerves! 

Jamie: Yes, I know how annoying little brothers are! But not 
everything about being at uni is fun, you know. You 
have to do your own shopping and cooking. In fact, 
I'm in the supermarket now so I'll have to go ... 

Katie: Oh, OK. Bye! 

4  
The population of York is preparing for more floods after more 
than 500 people were evacuated from their homes at the 
weekend and thousands have been left without electricity. 
Three days of torrential rain caused the River Foss to burst its 
banks on Sunday and as the rain continues to fall, there have 
been further flood warnings. Those who are most at risk have 
been advised to be ready to leave their homes if necessary. In 
the meantime, flooding caused a bridge over the River Irwell to 
collapse last night, but police say there were no casualties. 
 
5  
Do you find it difficult to sleep after using your phone or tablet 
before you go to bed? If the answer is 'yes', what you need is 
the Restful Eyes screen. This clever little invention protects 
you from the blue light that digital devices produce, which can 
damage your eyes and prevent you from getting a good night's 
sleep. A bargain at only £9.99, the Restful Eyes screen is not 
available in the shops but can be purchased online.     

   
8 
1  C [detail] 
2  B [detail] 
3  B [detail] 
4  C [detail] 
5 A [detail] 
 
9  
1  thirty/30 [detail] 
2  album/CD [detail] 
3  (little) brother [detail] 
4  electricity [detail] 
5  night [detail] 
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Writing 
10 
Sample answer 
Most children nowadays are given pocket money by their 
parents, which they spend on things like snacks, phone cards 
and entertainment. The majority of parents think that this is a 
good way to teach their children about the value of money. 
I believe that all children should get pocket money from their 
parents whether or not they ‘work’ for it. If you get used to 
having your own money from an early age, you will be better at 
managing your finances when you’re older. The younger you 
start being responsible for your own spending, the better, in 
my opinion. 

I strongly disagree with the idea that children should have to 
work in order to get pocket money, however. Children are 
usually so busy with school work and extra-curricular activities 
that they haven’t got enough time to do chores like cooking 
and cleaning. Nevertheless, some children may choose to help 
their parents in the home and if they do, they deserve to get 
extra pocket money!  
To sum up, all children have the right to get a regular amount 
of money to spend on what they want. They shouldn’t be 
expected to work for this money, but when they help in the 
home, their parents should reward them.   

 
Marking criteria 
Use the marking criteria below to give a score out of 10.  
9–10  Complete, mainly accurate and appropriate. 
7–8  No more than one omission, mainly accurate, rarely 

inappropriate. 
5–6  No more than one omission, minor inaccuracies, 

sometimes inappropriate. 
3–4  Several omissions, noticeable inaccuracies, often 

inappropriate. 
1–2 Many omissions, mainly inaccurate, mostly 

inappropriate. 
0 Too little or too incomprehensible to mark. 

 
Speaking 

11 
Sample answer 
Speaker 1:  I agree with the statement that schools don’t do 

enough to prepare students for life outside the 
classroom. One reason for this is that we have 
to study too many academic subjects like maths 
and history.  

Speaker 2:  Sorry, I’m not with you. Are you saying that 
academic subjects aren’t useful? 

Speaker 1:  No, what I mean is that we should also learn 
practical skills – the kind of skills that we’ll need 
to know when we leave home and go to 
university or start work, for example.  

Speaker 2:  What do you mean when you say practical 
skills? 

Speaker 1:  How to cook, for example. That’s a skill that 
everyone needs in order to eat healthily. 

Speaker 2:  But you can learn things like that at home. It’s a 
waste of time to do it at school. 

Speaker 1:  I disagree. Not everyone has the opportunity to 
learn how to cook healthy meals at home. I also 
think we should be taught other skills at school 
like how to manage money, for instance.  

Speaker 2:  I see. 
Speaker 1:  I’m not saying academic subjects aren’t 

important, but in my opinion schools focus on 
them too much. 

 

Marking criteria 
Use the marking criteria below to give a score out of 10.  
9–10  Full contribution. Basic and some complex structures, 

accurate and well-organised. Pronunciation mostly 
clear. 

7–8  Adequate contribution. Basic and some complex 
structures, generally accurate and well-organised. 
Pronunciation mostly clear. 

5–6  Adequate contribution. Basic structures, generally 
accurate and some organisation. Pronunciation mostly 
clear. 

3–4  Limited contribution. Basic structures, often inaccurate 
but some organisation. Pronunciation mostly clear. 

1–2 Very limited contribution. Basic structures, mostly 
inaccurate and little organisation. Pronunciation not 
always clear. 

0 Contribution too small or too incomprehensible to 
mark.  


