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Open Mind
advanced

Reading
Read this article about online study courses. 
Choose the best ending for each sentence.

There’s no doubt that technology has made higher 
education accessible to many more people. In recent 
years, the concept of online or distance learning has 
broadened enormously to include MOOCs, (Massive 
Open Online Courses), free higher education courses 
delivered online that anyone with internet access 
can sign up to. It is being said in some educational 
circles that these online courses are transforming 
the experience of distance learning in a way that has 
never been seen before. 

So what of these claims? Can they be justified?  
Well, the chief and undeniable benefit of the MOOC 
is that it is free. With university fees so high and 
study grants currently available to few, it stands to 
reason that this is a distinct advantage. Free online 
learning is opening up educational possibilities for 
the disadvantaged both here and around the globe, 
empowering people who previously had little or no 
access to further education. This surely has to be a 
good thing. 

Another undeniable attraction of the MOOC is the 
sheer range of courses offered by the providers. 
Also on the plus side, MOOCs allow participants to 
pursue their learning alongside jobs, the demands 
of family life, etc. In other words, they are flexible, 
a benefit that can’t be overstated in the 21st century. 
Learning can happen at a student’s convenience, with 
participants able to set their own study timetables 
and goals within the broader framework of the 
course. This, of course, is a feature which appeals 
particularly to professionals seeking ongoing learning 
and development. So far so good. 

However, critics of the MOOC – the more traditional 
educators – say it lacks an ingredient that is vital to 
the whole education experience – the classroom, 
in which students benefit from their peers’ input 
and insights. MOOC participants are required to be 
digitally literate, an assumption that, sadly, cannot be 
made in less developed areas of the world. Finally, 
there is currently no assurance of quality when a 
student ‘enrols’ in a MOOC. The standard of some 
of these courses, say the critics, is questionable at 
best. (Though this will doubtless change as MOOCs 
become more widespread and accepted.) But 
whatever their benefits and possible pitfalls, there 
seems little doubt that MOOCs are here to stay.

Listening

Listen to this feature from a radio show about 
the use of electronic devices in the classroom. 
Choose true (T) or false (F).

0 It appears that the benefits of using  
electronic devices in the classroom are varied. T / F

1 The main advantage to using electronic  
devices in the classroom seems to be that  
they make children want to study. T / F

2 The report highlights the interactive nature  
of electronic devices, giving this as a reason  
for their popularity with children. T / F

3 The report singles out children who learn  
visually and says that they especially benefit  
from using electronic devices. T / F

4 Studies suggest that electronic devices  
have the effect of discouraging teamwork. T / F

5 Studies indicate that teachers are universally 
enthusiastic about the use of these devices. T / F
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Open Mind advanced

Writing
Write a personal essay about a memorable trip 
you have taken and the effect it had on you. 

Write at least 150 words. 

0 It is claimed that MOOCs are
A putting people off online study.
B changing the way that people learn online.
C ruining the reputation of online study courses.

1 The advantage of MOOCs which cannot be denied 
is that
A they help people to progress in their careers.
B their quality is guaranteed.
C they cost nothing.

2 Free online learning
A is allowing people to study who previously did 

not have the means to do so.
B is making people acquire IT skills.
C is making people want to study who have never 

previously considered studying.

3 The huge variety of online courses on offer
A is confusing.
B is off-putting.
C is a great advantage.

4 The flexibility that these courses offer
A is even more important than the fact that they 

are free.
B is invaluable in the modern age.
C is valued by some, though not all, people.

5 MOOCs have been criticised
A for their variable quality.
B because they require computer skills and 

because students work in isolation.
C for all of the above reasons.


