
That’s not right! 

 

 

 

Level: All 

Age: 4-12 

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To listen to the retelling of a story; to identify and correct mistakes or things which are different in 

the story. 

Language focus: In the example: past simple, negative and affirmative statements 

Alternatives: any, depending on the story 

Materials:  Essential: a copy of the story for you, e.g. from a picture book, course book or children’s 

reader/ Optional: photo copies of the story including mistakes (one for each child) 

  

 

Procedure 

 

 Use this activity to retell any familiar story to the children  

1. Explain to the children that you are going to tell them a story and say the title, e.g. Cinderella. 

Pretend that you can’t remember the story very well. Ask the children to help you by saying That’s 

not right! and correcting you every time they hear a mistake, e.g. T:Cinderella lived with two 

horrible brothers .. P: That’s not right! Cinderella didn’t live with two horrible brothers. She lived 

with two horrible sisters! Depending on the age and level of the class, children can either say full 

sentences or simply correct the mistake, e.g. That’s not right! Horrible sisters!    

2. At the end, ask the children to think back and count up how many mistakes you made. Be ready to 

tell them the answer.  

3. Alternatively, if you have prepared a written version of the story including the mistakes, give this 

out to the children. Ask them to read the story again and count and underline all the mistakes.  

4. They can then write out a correct version of the story.  

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 This activity encourages children to concentrate and listen attentively. They also usually enjoy the 

role reversal involved in saying That’s not right!  And correcting your ‘mistakes’.  

 With older children and higher levels, as a follow-up or for homework, you can ask them to choose 

another fairy tale and write a version of it deliberately including about then mistakes. In 

subsequent lessons, children can then take turns to read their fairy tales to the class and correct 

them in the same way. 

 


