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Open Mind
upper interMediate

Reading
Read this article about wedding photos. 
Are the sentences below true, false, or is there 
not enough information to be sure? Choose A, 
B or C.

Wedding photos are all about the loving couple, with 
lots of flowers and soft focus and friends and family in 
their best clothes, right?

Well yes for a traditional couple, but for those looking 
for something a little more adventurous, modern 
wedding photography has a lot more to offer, according 
to photographer Jo Brokenshire. ‘It’s like all the other 
parts of a wedding these days,’ she explains. ‘People are 
looking for something that little bit different, something 
that will make their day and their memories unique, 
something that expresses their individuality.’

Some of the photographs she shows me simply play 
around a little with the traditional format. One, for 
example, shows the happy couple photographed 
through an empty picture frame held by their 
children. Another is a shot of a couple leaning 
towards one another for a kiss, with friends and 
family in the background framed by the V-shape their 
bodies produce.

Others are distinctly further along the bizarreness scale. 
According to Brokenshire, there is currently a trend for 
jokey photos such as this one of a wedding group in the 
foreground with an enormous green monster emerging 
above a group of trees behind them. ‘These two are 
an accountant and a librarian,’ Brokenshire laughs.  
‘So maybe this reflects a desire for some excitement in 
their lives!’

However, anyone really seeking a thrill might consider 
taking part in the latest craze sweeping the USA – the 
‘Trash the dress’ photo-shoot. Making the most of the 
fact that a wedding dress will (we hope) be worn only 
once, these photographs show the bride destroying her 
dress at the end of the day, for example by walking into 
the sea, or taking part in a food fight. 

In one striking image Brokenshire showed me online, 
a woman stands on a windy beach with orange 
flames leaping up the sides of her white dress. ‘That 
really is one for the family album!’ grins Brokenshire. 
‘But I wouldn’t like to try it with my clients – it looks 
highly dangerous!’

Listening
Listen to Maddie and David talking about 
David’s recent holiday. For each question, 
choose the best answer, A, B or C. 

0 Why did Maddie think that David hadn’t seen 
any animals?
A Because if he had, he would have taken photos.
B Because he didn’t want to show her his photos.
C Because his holiday was in a city.

1 Why did David decide not to take photos?
A He knew his photos wouldn’t be as good as 

photos on the internet.
B He was annoyed by the other tourists worrying 

about their cameras.
C He didn’t want to be distracted from what he 

was seeing.

2 Why doesn’t David need photos to remember 
his holiday?
A Because he isn’t very good at taking photos.
B Because he has a very good memory.
C Because the things he saw were so amazing,  

he won’t forget them.

3 Why is Maddie sorry that David didn’t take photos?
A Because they would have been a way for her to 

share the experience.
B Because she thinks he’ll forget the holiday.
C Because she would have found them 

very interesting.

4 Why does David think it’s hard to relax if you have 
a camera?
A Because taking photos takes up a lot of time.
B Because you’re always thinking about how things 

will look in a picture.
C Because you have to make sure that you don’t 

miss a good picture.

5 Did Maddie take photos when she was on holiday?
A Yes.
B No.
C She doesn’t say.
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0 The photographer says that some people want 
unusual photographs nowadays.
A True B False C Not enough information

1 The writer was shown some photos that were only 
slightly different from traditional photos.
A True B False C Not enough information

2 One picture the writer saw showed children holding 
a photograph of their parents on their wedding day.
A True B False C Not enough information

3 The couple who had the monster photo were very 
bored with their jobs.
A True B False C Not enough information

4 ‘Trash the dress’ photos are currently being 
produced only in the USA.
A True B False C Not enough information

5 In the ‘Trash the dress’ photos, brides take their 
dresses off and destroy them.
A True B False C Not enough information

Writing
Write a paragraph about one of your favourite 
photos. Include the following information: 
•	 What/Who the photograph is of. 
•	 When and where the photograph was taken. 
•	 Why you like the photograph so much.


