
Secret letter 

 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, B1.1, B1.2                     

Age: 9-12                           

Organization: whole class, organization 

Aims: To practise asking questions using a particular language pattern; to think about the spelling of familiar 

vocabulary 

Alternatives: have got, present simple statements, but 

Materials: Essential: none 

 

Procedure 

1. Explain that you are going to secretly choose a letter of the alphabet and children should ask you 

question to find out what it is, e.g. If you choose “a” P1: Do you like cake? T: Yes, I do. P2: Do you like 

biscuits? T: No, I don’t . P3: Do you like apples? T: Yes, I do. P4: Do you like coffee? T: No, I don’t. (You 

can only like the things that have the letter “a”) 

2. The child who finds out the secret letter comes to the front of the class and has the next turn. 

3. Repeat the procedure with the whole class into groups. 

4. Divide the class into groups. 

5. Children take turns to choose a secret letter and repeat the activity in their groups. 

 

Comments and suggestions 

 This activity provides repetition practice of a single language pattern which is made purposeful 

through trying to deduce the secret letter. It also encourages children to think about the spelling of 

words they know. 

 The activity can be used to practice a range of different structures and vocabulary, e.g. (again with 

the letter “a”) P: Have you got a ball? T: Yes, I have. P: Have you got a book? T: No, I haven’t or P: 

Are you tired? T: No, I’m not. P: Are you angry? T: Yes, I am. Alternatively, instead of asking and 

answering questions, children can make statements, e.g. I like ham but I don’t like chicken. 

 With older children, instead of explaining that there is a secret letter, you may like to turn the 

activity into a lateral thinking puzzle in which children work out the criteria you are using for the 

things you like and don’t like, e.g. I like apples but I don’t like pears. I love swimming and I love 

running but I hate walking. If you tell the children a few statements about yourself as above each 

lesson, the activity may well continue over a week or more, with children suggesting a range of 

imaginative theories to explain what you like and don’t like. Once individual children realize the 



criteria (in this case, you only like things that are spelt with double letters), tell them to keep it a 

secret and to contribute saying things with you to the rest of the class, e.g. I like green but I don’t 

like red. Once about half the class has guessed give lots of clues in order to share the “secret” with 

everyone and bring the activity to a close.  


