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Open Mind
advanced

Reading

Read this feature article about conspiracy 
theories. Choose true (T) or false (F).

0 A minority of the people consulted believe  
they have been told lies about the  
circumstances of Princess Diana’s death. T / F

1 A large proportion of the population is  
unsure what it thinks in relation to  
conspiracy theories. T / F

2 The author asserts that we should not  
consider people who believe in conspiracies  
to be worthless or stupid. T / F

3 According to the author, people who  
believe in conspiracy theories cannot be 
stereotyped. T / F

4 The author claims that left-wing conspiracy  
theorists are more likely to believe that our  
leaders are bribed by people at universities. T / F

5 The author highlights the effectiveness of  
public information campaigns in establishing  
the truth. T / F

Listening

Listen to these two friends discussing a 
popular conspiracy theory. Choose the best 
ending for each sentence.

0 Nathan claims that
A he has never read about conspiracy theorists.
B as far as he is aware, he does not know any 

conspiracy theorists.
C he has definitely never met any conspiracy 

theorists.

1 Amy says that the appearance of wind on the moon 
was caused by
A the astronauts causing the flag to move.
B the wire in the flag.
C both of the above.

2 Apparently, no stars would appear in any moon 
photographs because
A the camera would be bouncing around and so 

unable to capture them.
B the light from the sun was so strong.
C stars are not visible from the moon.

3 Amy asserts that we can dismiss as nonsense
A all conspiracy theories.
B most of the conspiracy theory claims about 

the moon landing.
C all of the conspiracy theory claims about the 

moon landing.

4 Nathan mentions that he is sure there is plenty of 
material on the internet to
A convince people that NASA never really landed 

on the moon.
B convince people that conspiracy theories are 

nonsense.
C make people believe in conspiracy theories.

5 At the end, Amy acknowledges that
A we do not know the truth about everything.
B we do not know about all the details of the 

moon landing.
C major events that are reported are often hoaxes.

UNIT 10: SkIllS TeST



© Macmillan Publishers Limited 2015. This page may be photocopied and used within the class.

PHO
TOC
OPI
ABL
E

2

Open Mind advanced

Writing
Write a blog entry on a popular belief or 
a conspiracy theory. Explain whether you 
think the belief is true or false. 

Write at least 120 words. 

A survey recently revealed a surprisingly high number 
of conspiracy theory believers among the population. 
As many as one in six people, for example, remain 
convinced that the truth about the death of Princess 
Diana has been kept from us, the remaining five 
perfectly satisfied with the generally accepted 
explanation of those tragic events. The survey also 
indicated that there was almost no grey area here – 
that people, by and large, either believed or did not 
believe in such theories. Very few were ‘agnostic’, 
keeping an open mind on the issue. Why, then, 
does a sixth of the population believe in alternative 
accounts of famous happenings? After all, one in six 
is a substantial proportion of the population. It would 
surely be arrogant to dismiss them.

One might assume that this large minority group 
shares other characteristics, perhaps of the type that 
makes them more inclined to believe in conspiracies, 
but the evidence seems not to confirm this. 

Conspiracy theorists are not restricted to one gender, 
social class or race. Neither, as many suppose, are 
they overwhelmingly from the right or the left of the 
political spectrum, though the sort of conspiracy 
believed in by people in these two camps admittedly 
differs. (The right tends to believe in stories proving 
that politicians and TV networks are the puppets 
of academics, the left more inclined to believe 
reports supporting the view that they are in the pay 
of industry and large corporations.) No, the truth is 
somewhat less straightforward. 

Perhaps it is our love of neat answers. If a terrible 
event has an unknown or random cause, this bothers 
us. We search for a bad guy, as unlikely as she or 
he may be, and we are only satisfied when we have 
tracked them down.

It is likely that another factor at play here is repetition. 
For some people, the more times they hear a story, 
the more likely they are to consider it true, regardless 
of its merits.

Interestingly, it has been observed that efforts to 
make the truth available to the public are sometimes 
futile, increasing suspicion and thereby reinforcing 
the very myths and misconceptions that they were 
supposed to debunk.

Finally, it should perhaps be remembered that one 
of the complex set of reasons that people believe 
in conspiracies is because conspiracies do, now and 
then, happen.


