
Story circle 

 

 

 

Level: All 

Age: 6-12 

Organization: whole class 

Aims: Either to listen and retell a familiar story in turns (A2.1 +) and/or to express your views and 

opinions about a story; to collaborate and take turns, to respect and value other people’s opinions  

 

Language focus: any, depending on the story; opinions, like/don’t like, favorite 

Materials:  Essential:  a soft ball, scarf or bean bag to pass round the circle / Optional: small pictures 

which tell the story (one set) 

  

Procedure 

 

1. Ask the children to sit in a circle. 

2. Explain that the aim of the activity is for children to take turns to retell a familiar story, e.g.  

The three bears, by passing the ball, scarf or bean bag (depending on the object you have chosen) 

round the circle. If children get stuck, they can say Pass! and give the object to the next person in 

the circle. They can only speak if they have got the object. 

3. Give the object to one (confident) child in the circle and invite them to start the story, e.g.  

Once up on a time, there was a family of bears. This child then passes the object to the child on 

their left, who adds a sentence, e.g. There was Mummy Bear, Daddy Bear and Baby Bear and so on 

round the circle until the end of the story. 

4.  As children tell the story, be ready to prompt and help if necessary by asking questions, e.g. T: 

Where did the bears live?  P: The bears lived in a house in the forest or by providing sentence 

starters, e.g. T: One day…P:… Mummy Bear cooked porridge for breakfast. 

5. When children have finished telling the story, explain that they should pass the object round the 

circle again. This time choose a sentence starter for them to express their opinions about the 

story, e.g. I think the story is … / I like …but I don’t like … / My favorite part of the story is when … 

Children take turns to pass the object round the circle again, expressing and listening to each 

other’s opinions about the story. 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 It is important not to underestimate the challenge of retelling a story in a story circle and this 

part of the activity is likely to be suitable only for higher level, more confident children. If you 

have a set of small pictures which tell the story, it can help if you distribute these in the order of 



the story to individual children or pairs round the circle and they then use these as a visual 

prompt for their contribution to the story.   

 The second part of the activity can be done with all ages and levels using very simple language to 

express opinions about the story, e.g. I like the gorilla. / I think the story is funny.  

 With older, more confident children, it may be appropriate to use a story circle to get the 

children to invent their own story or retell one they have previously prepared. In this case, you 

may need to provide an opening line for the story, e.g. It was a cold, dark and windy night. / 

There was once an ogre who lived in a cave.  

 As an alternative to children contributing in order round the circle, it may be more appropriate to 

invite children to volunteer to speak when they’re ready. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


