
Machines at Home 

 

Level: All  

Age: 10-12  

Organization: individual, pairs, whole class 

Aims: To identify machines at home and who uses them; to ask and answer questions about 

machines members of your family use; to be aware of gender differences in machines that members 

of your family use. 

Language focus: present simple, questions and answers in third person, machines at home, 

members of the family, (adverbs of frequency, because) 

Materials: Essential: none  

 

name dishwasher washing 

machine 

telephone computer vacuum 

cleaner 

iron 

My mother         √      

       

       

       

 

Procedure: 

1. Draw a simple grid on the board, as above, and ask the children to copy this. 

2. Elicit the names of machines a t home, e.g. dishwasher, washing machine. 

3. Ask the children to write the words at the top of each column in the grid. 

4. In the column on the left, ask the children to write members of their family, e.g. My mother. 

5. Ask the children to think individually about who uses the machines in their family and to write 

ticks in the correct spaces in the grid. 

6. Divide the class into pairs. 



7. Children take turns to ask questions and find out about their partner's families, e.g. P1: Does your 

father use the dishwasher? P2: Yes, he does. Does your sister use the iron? P2: No, she doesn’t. 

8. At the end, ask some children to tell the class, e.g. My mother uses the computer. / My father 

doesn’t use the iron and/or to write sentences about their families using the grid. 

 

Comments and suggestions 

 Try and find out machines children have at home and only use these in the activity. 

 Show interest but make sure you never respond judgmentally to things children tell you 

about their families. 

 Children can also use adverbs of frequency as part of the activity, e.g. Does your mother use 

the microwave? Yes, sometimes. / My brother never uses the iron. / My father often uses the 

computer. 

 As a follow-up, you may like to ask children why they think some people in their families use 

the machines and others don't, e.g. My brother uses the microwave because he can't cook / 

My father uses the vacuum cleaner because he likes cleaning the house. 

 


