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END-OF-YEAR TEST 
 LISTENING AUDIO SCRIPT 

Narrator: B2 End-of-year Test. Part 1. 

You will hear five people talking about people they 
know. Listen to the recordings and match the 
sentences (A–H) to the speakers (1–5). There are 
two extra letters which you do not need to use. You 
will hear the recordings twice. 

Before we start, here is an example. 

Boy: My friend Mark is someone I really 
admire. When he was growing up, his parents 
moved around a lot and he said it was difficult to 
make friends because they never stayed in one 
place very long. Despite that, he’s always made a 
big effort to get to know new people, like when he 
started at our school. My school friends and I had all 
known each other since we were children, but on 
the first day, Mark introduced himself and suggested 
playing a game of football. We took him up on his 
offer and we’ve all been friends ever since! 

Narrator: The answer is E. Now we are ready  
to start. 
 
Narrator: Speaker 1  

Boy: I didn’t get on very well with my brother 
when we were growing up. Because he was older 
than me, he always thought he could tell me what to 
do. For example, whenever we wanted to watch TV, 
he would take the remote control and put on the 
programmes that he wanted to watch. It really used 
to annoy me and we were always falling out over 
silly things … but as I’ve got older, I suppose I’ve 
got thicker-skinned. He’s still bossy but now I know 
what to expect so it doesn’t bother me so much.  

Narrator: Speaker 2  

Girl: There was one teacher at school who I 
really looked up to. Her name was Mrs Watson and 
she was our geography teacher. She seemed to 
know so much about the world and she’d travelled 
to loads of different countries. Her classes were 
really inspiring because she’d bring in photos and 
tell us stories about different places … the classes 
came alive when she was teaching! If I hadn’t had 
such a good teacher, I don’t think I would have 
carried on studying geography and I wouldn’t have 
found out so many amazing things about the world 
we live in. 

Narrator: Speaker 3  

Girl: Davina is a girl I met at the youth club. 
We’ve been friends for a few months now and we 
have a great time together, although we don’t have 
very much in common … in fact, we’re as different 
as chalk and cheese … You know, I like rock music 
and she likes hip hop, I like wearing dresses and 
she prefers jeans and T-shirts … But I think we get 
on well because we are so different. It means we’ve 
always got something to talk about and, because 
we’re open-minded, we always listen to each other. 

Narrator: Speaker 4  

Boy: I remember this old man called Charlie 
who used to live next door to us. He was a bit 
absent-minded so my parents used to keep an eye 
on him. He would do things like forget his keys and 
lock himself out of his house. Despite the problems 
he had remembering things, he would wear a suit 
and tie, his hair would be perfectly combed and he 
was always clean-shaven. He used to say that you 
should always look smart because first impressions 
last. He was a big influence on me and now I always 
try to look my best. 

Narrator: Speaker 5  

Girl: I love spending time with my Auntie Liz. 
She’s my mum’s sister but she’s almost 20 years 
younger than my mum. She seems to have so much 
energy and she’s always interested in what I’m up 
to. I don’t see her very often because she lives quite 
far away but sometimes she’ll come to stay with us. 
Then she’ll take me shopping or out to a concert 
and it feels like I’m going out with my sister. To be 
honest, sometimes I wish she was my sister … then 
I’d be able to see more of her! 

Narrator: Now listen again. 

Narrator: B2 End-of-year Test. Part 2. 

You will hear a man called Anton Winter talking 
about video games. Choose the correct answer, A, 
B or C. You will hear the conversation twice. 

Presenter: Good afternoon. Today I’m talking to 
Anton Winter, a video games expert. His weekly 
blog has more followers than other gaming blogs 
and he knows anything and everything about  
video games!  

Anton: Thank you Julia ... though I wouldn’t 
say I know everything! 

Presenter: Well, let’s see … can you tell us 
something about the first video games? 

Anton: Yes, of course. They appeared in the 
1970s and they were played on primitive consoles, 
which plugged into television sets. They were very 
simple indeed, usually bat and ball or shooting 
games and they had very limited sound and 
graphics. The next generation of games, like Space 
Invaders, was played on bigger, more powerful 
machines. They were located in shopping centres 
and fun fairs and were known as arcade games. 
These games became very popular because of their 
superior sound and graphics … but in the 1980s 
home computers appeared and things changed 
because people could program their own games.  

Presenter: Was this an important development? 

Anton: It certainly was, because it meant that 
there was an explosion in the quantity and variety of 
games available. Since then, computers and 
consoles have kept getting more powerful and 
games are becoming more and more realistic.  

Presenter: What sort of people play video games?  
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Anton: Er … you might think it’s just kids … but 
in fact the average gamer in the United States is 
around 30 years old. We know the majority of kids 
play them but this means a lot of older people do as 
well … Just think about the people you see playing 
games on their phones or tablets on buses and 
trains; they’re usually commuters on their way to 
work … I should also point out that nearly as many 
women play games as men; it’s definitely not just 
teenaged boys! 

Presenter: Why are they so popular? 

Anton: Umm … Well, firstly, they’re interactive, 
which means that when you play a game, you 
decide where the story goes. Secondly, they’re 
immersive, meaning that you are drawn into them 
and you can escape from reality. Finally, they’re 
actually very social. In contrast to the stereotypes, 
gamers don’t just spend their time alone; they often 
play together, either in person or online. 

Presenter: What’s the future of video games? 

Anton: That’s a difficult question to answer and 
the possibilities are endless. Some people are 
saying that video games and TV will blend into  
one and we’ll become part of the programmes  
that we watch ... It’s certainly not difficult to imagine 
talent show games where anyone can participate 
from the comfort of their sofa, with the whole  
world watching them. 

Presenter: Well, the future sounds very exciting! 
Thank you Anton. 

Narrator: Now listen again. 

Narrator: B2 End-of-year Test. Part 3. 

You will hear Marco and Carla talking about learning 
English. Decide if the sentences are true (T) or false 
(F). You will hear the conversation twice. 

Girl: Hey Marco, how are you? 

Boy: Hi Carla … I’m fine thanks … I’ve just 
been to my English class. 

Girl: Oh, yes … how’s it going? Are you still 
enjoying it? 

Boy: Yes, I am. I really like the teacher and 
the other students … it’s just that I’m not making as 
much progress as I’d have liked. We seem to keep 
studying the same things over and over again. 

Girl: Oh, dear … why do you think that is? 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy: Well, to be honest, we’re not the most 
hard-working students. We don’t always do the 
homework so we spend a lot of time catching up in 
class. Our teacher said that if we don’t make more 
of an effort, we won’t pass the course. 

Girl: That’s a shame … I think it’s really 
important to do your homework … it gives you a 
chance to see what you’ve understood and what 
you need to do more work on.  

Boy: I know … you’re absolutely right ... It’s 
just that I seem to spend so much time studying 
when I’d rather be doing other things in my free 
time. 

Girl: Then maybe you could combine your 
free time activities with English so you don’t feel like 
you’re missing out? 

Boy: What do you mean? 

Girl: Well, there are several things I do to 
practise English in my free time and I quite enjoy 
them. For example, I’ve got an app on my phone 
which helps me remember new words.  

Boy: Really? 

Girl: Yes, it’s great. I can create word lists 
with pictures and translations of the words to help 
me learn them. The app has also got games which 
help me practise remembering the words.  

Boy: That sounds good … have you got any 
other tips? 

Girl: Sure … for example, try to watch a little 
TV every day. Some people like to watch American 
series or films but I’d suggest something shorter, 
like a summary of the news or a brief talk about 
something that interests you. You can find loads of 
them on sites like YouTube. If you get into the habit 
of listening to some real English every day, your 
listening skills will improve in no time.  

Boy: That sounds like a good idea … and 
what about speaking? 

Girl: Well that’s tricky unless you live in an 
English speaking country … in your case, you need 
to practise with your classmates, which means 
you’d better do your homework so you’re not 
wasting time in class! 

Boy: I see your point! I’ll try out your ideas 
and let you know how it goes! 

Narrator: Now listen again. 

 
 


