
Hot seating  

 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B1.1  

Age: 8-12  

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To ask relevant questions to someone playing the role of a character in the story; to think 

in more depth about a character and story, e.g. by considering moral issues. 

Language focus: present simple, past simple, questions, any other language relevant to the 

story  

Materials: Essential: none  

Procedure   

 

Use this activity once children are familiar with the story and possibly as preparation for a role             

play. 

1. Put an empty chair at the front of the class (the ‘hot seat’). 

2. Ask the children what they know and think about the character in story you are 

planning to focus on, e.g. one of Cinderella’s step-sisters. Explain that in just a 

moment they will have a chance to meet the character. Elicit the children’s ideas 

and help them prepare questions they would like to ask, e.g. Why were you horrible 

to Cinderella? Why didn’t you clean the house? Are you jealous of Cinderella? If 

appropriate, ask children to note the questions and/or write them on the board.   

3. Explain to the children that as soon as you sit in the ‘hot seat’, you will become 

Cinderella’s step-sister and you will stay as Cinderella’s step-sister until you stand up 

again.  

4. Start the activity by sitting down and, for example, looking a bit irritated and saying 

you haven’t got much time and that the children had better ask their questions 

straight away. As children ask the questions they have prepared, respond in role as 

appropriate, depending on the children’s level and age, and as far as possible in a 

way that encourages them to ask more questions and to express their opinions 

about the step-sister’s behavior towards Cinderella.   

5. Stop the activity when the children run out of questions by saying, for example, 

what you’re in a hurry now and must go. Stand up from the chair and become a 

teacher again!   



6. Ask the children what they thought of Cinderella’s step-sister and listen to their 

response. If you ask about her as though you weren’t there at the time, children will 

readily enter into the fictional pretence and be willing to tell you what she was like 

and what she said.  

 

 

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 In this activity, you play a central role which clearly models for the children the dramatic 

convention of taking on a different identity and role. There is no need for you to change 

your accent or voice; more important is to convey the attitude, opinions and personality 

of the character you are playing.  

 As children become accustomed to the technique, it may be appropriate for them to try 

sitting in the ‘hot seat’ themselves. However, the challenge of this should not be 

underestimated and it is likely to need considerable guidance and preparation in terms 

of both content and language, even with older children and at higher levels.   

 If you sense the children running out of questions when you are in the ‘hot seat’, it is a 

good idea to be ready to ask them some of your own, e.g. What do you think I should do 

to help Cinderella now?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


