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Open mind

For me, this is the centre of the problem. If we want 
to know what a genius is, we first have to agree on a 
definition of what being a genius actually means. Until 
that is done, someone you consider to be a genius 
might really just be a slightly intelligent person.

0 geniuses are very different from everybody else. T /  F

1 most geniuses are stranger than normal people. T / F

2 it is not easy to know the meaning of ‘genius’. T / F

3 IQ tests can correctly identify a genius. T / F

4 Howard Gardner thinks there is more than  
one type of intelligence. T / F

5 there is now an agreement on what ‘genius’  
means. T / F

Writing
‘Scientists should be paid more than famous 
football players’ – Do you agree or disagree?

Write a for-and-against text. Think of at 
least two arguments for and two arguments 
against.

Listening
Listen to Sarah and Matthew talking about 
work and study. Read the sentences below 
and decide who agrees with each of them: 
Sarah, Matthew or both. Choose the correct 
answer, A, B or C.
0 It’s worth watching the video about where to work 

or study.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

1 The brain works better if you vary where you work.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

2 It doesn’t matter where you work or study.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

3 You should follow a regular schedule when studying.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

4 You shouldn’t have any distractions when studying.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

5 It’s good for your brain to do more than one thing 
at a time.
A Sarah B Matthew C both

Reading
Read the text and choose true (T) or false (F).

Being a genius

Why is it that many people believe geniuses are 
totally different from normal people? Well, they 
generally think better and faster than the rest of us, 
but in some cases they can also seem stranger. For 
example, they might forget simple things and they 
can sometimes be a little weird.

In reality, it’s difficult to tell what being a ‘genius’ 
means. In the past, it has been said that a genius is a 
person who has a high IQ (Intelligence Quotient) but 
studies have shown that the tests used to measure 
IQ are often inaccurate since they are directed at 
specific cultures or social groups and they probably 
exclude people who are not members of that group. 
Howard Gardner has developed a theory of multiple 
intelligences that divides intelligence into many 
different intelligences. For example, you can be a 
genius in linguistic ability, or logic-mathematics, or 
even in music or sport.
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