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Open Mind
advancedMid-course sKiLLs TesT: AudioscripT

Listening A

I: Interviewer
G: Guest

I: As listeners will know, the end slot of the programme 
is given over to discussion of a green issue. 
This afternoon, we’re looking at a subject very dear to 
our hearts here in the UK – pets. Is there such thing as 
sustainable pet ownership? Our guest this afternoon is 
Dr Kate Jackson, a vet, with a special interest in animal 
feed. Good afternoon, Kate, and thanks for coming on 
the show.

G: Afternoon!
I: I’ll start with a very direct question. ‘The sustainable 

pet’ – with the world’s resources under increasing 
pressure is there, in fact, such a thing?

G: Well, with a projected 9 billion human mouths on 
the planet to feed in 2050, and as yet, no means 
of achieving this, it stands to reason that the extra 
burden on the planet placed by pets is unsustainable. 
However, there are other factors, besides sustainability, 
which must be taken into account, and chief among 
these is the importance to people of their pets. People 
love their pets. Some are even quite emotionally 
dependent on them. And whenever research is carried 
out into this area, the conclusion is that pets are good 
for us, both in terms of providing companionship and 
also, where dogs are concerned – making us exercise.

I: But the fact remains that pets are bad for the 
environment.

G: Well, let’s think about the word sustainable. Something 
that is sustainable should meet the needs of the 
present, while not harming the future. So, going 
back to what I just said, perhaps we need our pets 
to keep us fit and happy. The question, then, is how 
to ensure that feeding them doesn’t harm the future. 
Well, the first thing is what exactly are we feeding our 
cats and dogs? Currently, it’s mainly animal protein, 
the production of which requires a lot of water. There is 
no good reason why we couldn’t replace this with plant 
protein. Our pets will still thrive. The other thing is that 
we must ensure that animal feed doesn’t compete with 
human feed, i.e. that we are not using food for animals 
which is of a quality that is acceptable to people. 
Manufacturers must only use the products that people 
don’t eat. And finally, we must stop over-feeding our 
pets, a fifth of which are clinically obese.

I: Right. I’m sure we’ll be getting feedback on this issue, 
Kate. Thank you so much for coming in.

Listening B

H: Hettie
A: Aidan

H: Hey, Aidan, did you hear about the anti-sweatshop 
campaign? There’s a meeting tomorrow – want to 
come with me?

A: To be honest, Hettie, I think that kind of thing has 
more to do with helping rich westerners ease their 
consciences than anything else. Let’s face it, if you 
close down one sweatshop, another one’s going to 
take its place. That’s just the way the world works.

H: Oh, that’s such a depressing attitude. There are literally 
millions of people being exploited – working long 
hours in dreadful conditions, seven days a week, and 
barely earning enough to feed their families, and 
you’re saying we should just lie down and accept it? 

A: No, but I think that you’re looking at the issue from 
a highly privileged position. It’s all very well to go on 
about workers’ rights, but these factories are at least 
providing work where there was no work before, 
and that has to be a good thing, right? If you start 
campaigning for people not to buy cheap clothes, 
you’re taking away people’s livelihoods.

H: Well of course I realise how privileged we are, 
and that’s precisely why we should use our position to 
help these people. They don’t have the power to fight 
their own battles. Imagine if it was your little brother 
or sister sitting at a sewing machine for 10 hours a day. 
Wouldn’t you hope that someone somewhere would 
be trying to help them?

A: Well yes, but not by taking away a job they were  
dependent on.

H: I don’t think that’s inevitable, and I certainly don’t think 
it’s just about not buying stuff. In my opinion, it’s up to 
governments to put in place legally binding standards 
and to make sure that companies stick to them.

A: But that’s bound to push up costs, and then the 
factories will just move to places where there aren’t 
those regulations.

H: Not if it’s the importing companies that make the 
laws. Retailers operating in rich countries shouldn’t be 
allowed to sell products unless they’ve been produced 
under reasonable conditions. 

A: Oh well, I’ll blame you when my jeans double in  
price then.

H: Oh Aidan, I think we’re going to have to agree to 
disagree on this one!


