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Open Mind
advanced

Reading
Read the text and choose true (T) or false (F).

Interviewer: My next guest is environmentalist Joseph 
Jachim. Joseph, we hear a lot about 
rewilding in environmental circles these 
days. What exactly is it?

Joseph Jachim: Rewilding, as the term suggests, 
is essentially the restoring of an area of 
land to the state it was in before it was 
cultivated or otherwise developed for 
human use.

Interviewer: And sometimes that involves releasing 
certain species of animals into an area, 
right?

Joseph Jachim: That’s right, yes, the sort of animals 
that used to live there before they were 
destroyed or driven away when people 
moved in.

Interviewer: Right, and this is the aspect that gets the 
most coverage, isn’t it, as people react 
with horror at the prospect of wolves and 
wild boars roaming around their parks!

Joseph Jachim: Yes, inevitably, this is what springs 
to mind when most people think of 
rewilding, though of course, it’s a bit 
more subtle than that.

Interviewer: Yes, I should imagine.
Joseph Jachim: And, more to the point, it’s much more 

exciting. Predictions about the state of 
the planet are usually so depressing – 
rising temperatures, flooding, animal 
extinction and so on. Quite often people 
feel that the situation is so hopeless, 
there’s no point in them engaging with 
it because there is nothing they can do. 
Well, the beauty of the whole concept of 
rewilding, for me, is that it has restored 
a sense of hope for the future of the 
planet. The fact is that we can reverse the 
disastrous effects of humankind’s actions 
on our environment. Our sick planet can 
and will heal itself. All that is required is 
that we humans stop interfering. Once we 
have learnt to step back, nature will take 
over and do the rest. Forests will return, 
rivers will flow along their natural courses, 
the natural order will return.

Listening
Listen to John and Charlotte discussing the 
issue of panda conservation. Choose the best 
ending for each sentence.

0 John starts the discussion by referring to
A the appeal of the panda.
B an unsuccessful panda-breeding programme.
C a successful panda-breeding programme.

1 According to Charlotte, zoos are critical to the 
survival of the panda because
A pandas now have nowhere else to live.
B pandas breed more successfully in captivity.
C they can raise the profile of this endangered 

animal.

2 John mentions that pandas are very attractive and 
says that this is the reason
A that zoos tend to be interested in them.
B that zoos and people generally are in favour 

of their survival.
C we should take measures to ensure that 

they survive.

3 John questions
A the value of conserving one particular species 

more than others.
B the value of conserving endangered species 

generally.
C the role of zoos in the conservation of pandas.

4 Charlotte claims that the cuteness of the panda 
A is simply not relevant to the discussion.
B serves a useful function in relation to publicity.
C makes it worthy of our protection.

5 She also claims that it benefits wildlife more generally
A when the habitat of the panda is restored.
B when the habitats of creatures like the panda 

are restored.
C when the habitats of insects and reptiles 

are restored.
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Open Mind advanced

Writing
Write a formal letter to your local council 
stating how you think wildlife could be better 
protected or controlled in your area. 

Write at least 140 words.

Interviewer: Although you would intervene where 
animals are concerned?

Joseph Jachim: Yes, admittedly, a degree of human 
involvement will be involved. Island 
nations like ours, for example, would 
need to give nature a helping hand, 
by reintroducing animals that used to 
roam freely before their habitats were 
taken away. We would need to make 
a few other changes too in relation to 
land management – though again,  
fairly minimal ones. 

Interviewer: Well that does all sound very promising. 
Joe, if we can come back to you in a 
moment, I’d like to bring my next guest 
in on the discussion …

0 Rewilding involves intensive management  
by people. T / F

1 Rewilding would return the land to its  
previous state. T / F

2 Members of the public worry that rewilding  
might cause them to come into contact with 
dangerous wild animals. T / F

3 Joseph Jachim feels optimistic about the  
future of the planet so long as humans can  
learn to leave nature alone. T / F

4 With no involvement from humans,  
wild animals would return to islands. T / F

5 Initially, people would need to make  
substantial changes to the way they  
manage their land. T / F


