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MIDTERM TEST 
 LISTENING AUDIO SCRIPT 

Narrator: B2 Midterm Test. Part 1. 

You will hear five people talking about goals and 
achievements. Listen to the recordings and match 
the sentences (A–H) to the speakers (1–5). There 
are two extra letters which you do not need to use. 
You will hear the recordings twice. 

Narrator: Before we start, here is an example. 

I think it’s essential to have clear objectives in life, 
so recently I sat down and I made a list of the things 
I’d like to have achieved in five years’ time and what 
I’ll have to do to achieve them. I’m 15 at the moment 
but, by the time I’m 20, I want to be at university 
studying architecture, which means I’ll need to get 
good grades in my final exams at school. Because I 
have a plan and clear goals, I feel more motivated 
to work hard now … if I don’t, I probably won’t be 
able to do the things I want to.  

Narrator: The answer is D. Now we are ready  
to start. 
 
Narrator:  Speaker 1 

Although I’d studied French at school, I never paid 
any attention and I could say hardly a word by the 
time I left. But a couple of years ago, I went to 
France with my family and I regretted not being able 
to speak the language. When I got home, I signed 
up for classes at a local college and I’ve been 
studying there for two years now. I’ve learnt a lot 
more than I did at school but I think that’s because 
I’m more motivated. This time I really want to learn, 
whereas when I was younger, French didn’t seem 
very relevant to my life. 

Narrator:  Speaker 2 

Some friends and I have been thinking about setting 
up a company … you know, a start-up. We’re all into 
programming and we’ve written some pretty good 
apps but the problem is my parents … they say I 
should concentrate on school and make sure that I 
pass my exams. They’re worried that the company 
won’t work out and that I’ll end up with nothing. I’m 
not so sure though … I’m worried that if I don’t do 
this now, I’ll be missing out and I might not get 
another chance. 

Narrator: Speaker 3 

In my country it’s traditional to make resolutions on 
New Year’s Eve … a resolution is a promise to 
yourself to do or change something. For example, a 
lot of people decide to give up smoking or do more 
exercise. Well, last New Year my resolution was to 
try something new every day … you know, 
something which pushes me out of my comfort 
zone, like starting a conversation with someone I 
don’t know … or eating some strange food. It’s been 
fantastic! I’ve stuck to my resolution and it’s made 
me feel so much more sure of myself!  

 

 

Narrator: Speaker 4  

I’ve been finding school quite difficult recently. 
There’s a lot more homework and exams to revise 
for. I’m finding it hard to keep up and I’ve been 
getting quite stressed out. I spoke to my teacher 
about it and she suggested setting myself a study 
plan.  She said I should decide how much time I 
need to spend on each subject then work out a 
timetable for my homework. She told me to leave 
some time to relax as well so I’m going to make 
sure that I have at least one day off at the weekend.  

Narrator: Speaker 5  

I was really pleased when I was offered a place on 
the national team. Ever since I was a girl I’d wanted 
to be a professional tennis player but I wasn’t 
convinced that I could make it … I spent a lot of time 
training and studying the game but my parents were 
always telling me that I was taking it too seriously. I 
suppose they were just worried that I was investing 
all my time and energy in tennis and that if I didn’t 
succeed I wouldn’t have anything else. I guess they 
were right so I’m glad it didn’t all go wrong. 

Narrator: Now listen again. 

Narrator: B2 Midterm Test. Part 2. 

Narrator: Listen to a student talking about a 
project on sustainable cities. Choose the correct 
answer, A, B or C. You will hear the recording twice. 

Joe: Hi everyone. My name’s Joe and I’d like 
to talk to you about a project I’ve been working on. 
We’ve been studying sustainability this year so our 
teacher asked us to work in groups and gave us 
three weeks to design a sustainable city. 
At first we didn’t know where to start because we’d 
studied so many different ways in which cities can 
be improved. However, we did some more research 
on the internet and decided that the most important 
issues were buildings, transport, energy, recycling 
and food. We wanted to keep our project simple so 
we chose to focus on the first three.  
We decided that people in our city should live in 
apartments rather than houses because they take 
up less space and they encourage people to live 
closer together. The apartments would be in tower 
blocks or skyscrapers and be located alongside 
offices and shops. As a result, there wouldn’t be any 
areas that are only used in the day, when people 
are working, or at night, when people are at home, 
like in many modern cities.  
Transport is an important issue in cities. We wanted 
to get away from dependence on cars so we’d 
encourage people to use bicycles or public transport 
instead. There’d be buses that run on clean fuels as 
well as electric trams. Advances in technology 
would mean that public transport could also be more 
responsive to demand, so there’d be more buses 
and trams in the rush hour than at quieter times of 
the day. 
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Lastly, we wanted to use more green energy and 
reduce carbon emissions. We decided that the best 
way to do that would be through solar energy. As 
our city would have lots of tall buildings there’d be 
plenty of space for solar panels; they could be put 
on both the sides and tops of buildings. In fact, if 
enough of these panels were fitted, the buildings 
could actually create more energy than they used. 
What’s more, the energy would be clean and there 
wouldn’t be any emissions polluting the atmosphere. 
So, these are our proposals for a sustainable city. 
Of course, there are other ways in which 
sustainability can be improved, but our city could be 
adapted at any time. For example, the public 
gardens could be used for growing food and the 
recycled organic waste could be used as fuel for 
public transport. In fact, most of the sustainable 
cities we’ve seen are long term projects and are 
always looking for ways to improve.  
If you’d like to find out more about our city, please 
have a look at our blog …  

Narrator: Now listen again. 

Narrator: B2 Midterm Test. Part 3. 

Narrator: Listen to Keri and Charlotte talking 
about a holiday. Decide if the sentences are true (T) 
or false (F). You will hear the conversation twice. 

Keri: Hi Charlotte, it’s Keri. How’s it going? 

Charlotte: Hi Keri … um, not too bad I suppose.  
I’m looking forward to finishing my exams though 
and I can’t wait for the summer holidays. 

Keri: Me too … in fact, that’s why I was 
phoning. I was wondering if you’ve got any plans … 
my sister and I are going to spend a few days in 
London and we thought you might like to come  
with us. 
 
Charlotte: Oh, right … what are you planning to  
do there? 
 
Keri: Well, we might see some of the 
museums and maybe a musical … but more than 
anything we wanted to go and see the sights ... 
Neither of us have been there before so it’ll be a 
real adventure! 

Charlotte: Mm … I’ve been there actually,  
although it was a long time ago … I was about five I 
think. I didn’t like it though … it was much too 
crowded and it was really polluted. I spent the whole 
holiday with an awful cough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keri: But I think London’s a lot cleaner than  
it used to be … there aren’t as many cars these 
days and public transport is a lot better. I’m sure  
it’s still pretty crowded but we were thinking  
about going midweek so it won’t be as crowded  
as it is at weekends. 
 
Charlotte: Yeah, I guess so … isn’t it going to cost 
a lot of money though? 

Keri: Well, we’ve managed to find some 
really cheap flights if we go on a Tuesday and come 
back on Friday morning … And my sister’s got a 
friend from university who’ll be there. She said we 
can stay with her family so we wouldn’t even have 
to buy food! 

Charlotte: Really? But I’d feel a bit rude staying in 
the house of somebody I don’t even know … 

Keri: Don’t be silly! They have offered and 
they said they’d love to meet us … besides, we can 
get them a nice present to thank them. 

Charlotte: Oh, I don’t know what to think! It 
sounds fantastic but I haven’t been away without my 
family before …  

Keri: Look, Charlotte, there’s nothing to 
worry about! We’ll be well looked after … her 
parents have spoken to mine and they even said 
they’d pick us up from the airport … Come on! 
Please come! You’ll have finished all your exams by 
then and you’ll deserve a break. 

Charlotte: OK, OK … you’ve convinced me but I 
don’t know how I’ll convince my parents! I’m sure 
my dad won’t be pleased … he even worries when I 
go shopping alone. 

Keri: Right, well why don’t I ask my mum to 
phone your dad and explain what we’re planning to 
do? … She’ll be able to reassure him that we’ll be 
taken care of … 

Charlotte: Good idea … well, thanks for inviting 
me … let’s see what he says. 

Narrator: Now listen again. 


