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Open Mind
upper interMediate

Reading

Read this article about Emma’s very different 
parents. Choose the best answer for 
each question.

Have you ever heard the expression ‘opposites 
attract’? It means that people who have completely 
different characters often like each other a lot. I’ve 
always thought that was lucky for me, because 
otherwise I wouldn’t be here. If you ever met my mum 
and dad, you’d know what I mean!

Take money, for instance. My dad is obsessed with 
keeping records. He writes down everything he 
spends, and when his bank statement arrives, he 
sits down and goes over it really carefully. He’d like 
Mum to do the same, but she says that ‘life’s too 
short’ for that kind of thing. She takes pleasure in 
pointing out that in 20 years, Dad has yet to find an 
error. However, she has to admit that she occasionally 
ends up paying fees to the bank because she has 
gone overdrawn, which dad says is a silly waste of 
money. Needless to say, they’ve never had a joint 
bank account!

Then there are family holidays. Dad likes to plan out 
absolutely everything. Once, he tried to force us to 
go in a really dirty looking restaurant, just because it 
was on his plan! (We refused, obviously!) Mum, on the 
other hand, prefers just to book a plane ticket and 
see what happens when we arrive. Over the years, 
we’ve got used to wandering the streets of foreign 
cities late at night, desperately searching for a hotel, 
with Dad getting more and more annoyed!

As you will have gathered by now, Dad loves 
planning. Every morning, he makes a list of jobs for 
the day, and crosses them off as the day goes on. 
But in the time it takes him to do that, Mum’s usually 
actually done two or three of them. She doesn’t mind 
though – she’s used to it now, and anyway, they both 
insist that they love each other just the way they are!

Listening

Listen to Sam and Gemma talking about 
Sam’s wedding plans. Choose the best ending 
for each sentence.

0 When Gemma hears that Sam is having a humanist 
wedding, she is
A shocked.
B amused.
C surprised.

1 Sam believes that a church wedding
A would not have reflected their beliefs.
B would have been too traditional.
C would have been too uncomfortable.

2 Sam’s parents are
A rather formal.
B opposed to a humanist wedding.
C rather shy.

3 Humanist weddings
A are full of ritual.
B include as much ritual as you want.
C include no traditional rituals.

4 Writing the wedding service helps the bride 
and groom
A think about the meaning of their marriage.
B plan their wedding day.
C free themselves from tradition.

5 Gemma thinks that the wedding service will be
A interesting.
B meaningful.
C emotional.

UNIT 6: SkIllS TeST
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Open Mind upper intermediate

Writing
Write a paragraph about one of the following:
•	 a family tradition
•	 a cultural tradition in your country/community
•	 a personal ritual

0 Why is Emma lucky that ‘opposites attract’?
A Because she would like to marry someone very 

different from herself.
B Because her own parents are very different.
C Because it would be boring if couples were 

always similar.

1 What does Emma’s father do with his 
bank statements?
A Checks that they match the money he has put 

into the bank.
B Looks at them carefully in case there are 

any mistakes.
C Checks how much money he has in the bank.

2 What is the problem with Emma’s mum not checking 
her bank statements?
A She sometimes spends more money than she 

has available.
B She might miss mistakes that the bank has made.
C She isn’t careful enough about her money.

3 Why can Emma’s father’s holiday planning 
cause problems?
A He doesn’t care enough about what the rest of 

the family want to do.
B He becomes anxious when he is forced to 

change his plans.
C He is unwilling to change his plans in 

any circumstances.

4 What is the problem with Emma’s mother’s approach 
to holidays?
A The hotels she books are always hard to find. 
B It means that they often spend lots of 

money unexpectedly.
C It can put them in unpleasant situations.

5 What disadvantage to her dad’s daily lists does 
Emma mention?
A They take up time that could be spent getting 

the jobs done.
B They stop him reacting to new things that 

happen in the day.
C They make her mum cross because she ends up 

doing more.


