
Birthday line 

 

Level: All                                            

Age: 9-12                          

Organization: whole class 

Aims: To ask and answer questions about the month (and date) of your birthday; to stand in a line 

showing the order of class birthdays from January to December; to collaborate with others as a 

team. 

Language focus: Wh- questions, be, months of the year, (ordinal numbers – dates) 

Materials: Essential: none/ Optional: stop watch or timer 

 

Procedure 

1. Ask the children to stand in a line. Explain that one end of the classroom is “January” and the 

other end is “December”. 

2. Explain that the object of the game is for the children to rearrange themselves in the line 

according to the order of their birthdays, from January to December, as fast as they can and, 

if you have a stop watch or timer, before it rings. 

3. Demonstrate that in order to do this they need to ask and say the month of their birthday to 

the children standing next to them in the line, e.g. P1: When’s your birthday? P2: It’s in May. 

They then move up or down the line depending on how the answer relates to the month of 

their own birthday. Set a time limit for the activity, e.g. between 5-10 minutes, depending 

on the size of the class. 

4. If the class can arrange themselves in a line before the timer rings, they win. At the end, 

check that children are standing in the correct order by getting each child to say, e.g. My 

birthday is in January, and so on down the line. 

 

Comments and suggestions 

 This game involves the whole class working collaboratively towards a common goal. Don’t 

be surprised, however, if in their speed to make the line, children don’t repeat the question 

When’s your birthday? Every time but just say the month. This is totally natural and English 

speakers would do the same. 

 If you want to make the activity more challenging, you can ask children to arrange 

themselves not only by the months of their birthdays but also by the dates. In this case 



instead of replying It’s in May, they will say It’s on the 25th of May and arrange themselves in 

order within each month as well as for the whole year. 

 With older children, line games can also be used in other contexts, for example, to get the 

children arrange themselves in order of how much they know about a topic, e.g. technology 

from “a lot” to “a little”, or how much they like something, e.g. a DVD or school subject from 

“very much” to “not at all”. In both these cases, however, it is important that the children 

understand that you are interested in their opinions and are not being judgmental about the 

way they respond. 


