
Agree or Disagree? 

 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B1.1, B1.2 

 

Age: 10-12 

 

Organization: Individual, pairs, whole class 

 

Aims: To decide to what extent you agree or disagree with a number of statements; to listen to and 

express personal opinions; to show interest and respect for the point of view of others. 

 

Language focus: In the example: should, expressing opinions, because 

 

Alternatives: must, ought to 

 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: photocopies of the list of statements (one for each child) 

 

 

 

1. Children should go to bed before 10 o’clock                                            5   4   3   2   1 
 

2. Children should have homework every day.                                             5   4   3   2   1 
 

3. Children should do all schoolwork on computer.                                     5   4   3   2   1  
 

4. Children should do sport every day.                                                           5   4   3   2   1 
  

5. Children should read one book every week.                                             5   4   3   2   1 
  

6. Children should have more time to play.                                                   5   4   3   2   1 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Procedure  

1. Explain that you recently read an article about children and you’re interested to know the class’s 

opinions about some of the views expressed.  

2. Dictate six statements to the children or write these on the board and children copy them, or give 

them each a photocopy.  

3. Write numbers 5 to 1 next to each statement and ask the children to do the same 

 (see example.)  

4. Explain the key: 5=strongly agree, 4=agree, 3= don’t agree or disagree, 2=don’t agree, 

1=disagree strongly.  

5. Ask the children to circle a number for each statement according to their personal opinion.  

Set a time limit for this, e.g. 2-3 minutes.  

6. Divide the class into pairs.  

7. Ask the children to take turns to tell their partner whether they agree or disagree with each 

statement and their reasons for this, e.g. I don’t agree children should have homework every day 

because they need time to do other things.   

8. Ask different pairs to report back to the class. Use their responses as the basis for a class 

discussion about each statement. 

 

Comments and Suggestions   

 An activity like this encourages children to express, justify and defend their personal opinions. 

You may well be impressed by the maturity of their response!   

 Give children time to try and express their views in English. It is usually best not to interrupt and 

correct mistakes but be ready to prompt, encourage, recast and/or extend contributions as 

appropriate.  

 For a less challenging version of the activity, children can simply write a tick or a cross by each 

statement depending on whether they agree or disagree.  

 This kind of activity is suitable to use in relation to any topic where there may be controversy and 

disagreement, such as class rules (e.g. you must raise your hand to speak) or healthy eating (e.g. 

you ought to eat fresh fruit every day) or as an introduction to content-based lessons to find out 

children’s opinions and what they already know (e.g. All bears hibernate in winter). 

 Older children can also use computers to produce charts to show the combined opinions of the 

whole class.  

 

 

 

 


