
© Macmillan Publishers Limited 2012                                           This page has been downloaded from www.macmillanyounglearners.com/macmillanenglish  
                       Photocopiable

English 6  Progress Test 6, Units 12 and 13
Macmillan

Name: _______________________________

Part 1 

Mary Seacole
Mary Seacole was born in Jamaica in 1805. Her father was a Scottish army officer and her Jamaican 
mother looked after sick and injured soldiers and sailors in her boarding house in Kingston, Jamaica. 
As a young woman, Mary travelled a lot in Central America and the Caribbean and learned from 
local people how they used local plants and herbs to cure tropical diseases. 
 In 1850, there was a cholera epidemic in Kingston and Mary, using herbal medicines, helped 
people with the disease. Over the next few years, she helped many sick people and became well 
known for her skills as a nurse and as an organiser. 
 In 1853, the Crimean War started. Britain sent soldiers to fight, but soon after they arrived, 
thousands of them got ill from diseases such as cholera.
 When Mary heard about this, she travelled to London to ask the British army to send her as a 
nurse to the Crimea. They refused, but she decided to go there anyway to help. 
 Once there, she opened the British Hotel, a few miles from the battlefront. She provided 
accommodation and food for sick and injured soldiers. She also helped injured soldiers on the 
battlefield.
 When the war ended in 1856, Mary had no money left. Before the war she had been a successful 
businesswoman, but she had sold everything to travel to the Crimea.
She returned to England with nothing. However, there were British army officers who remembered 
her good work in the Crimea and they organised a festival to support her. She also received some 
medals.
 In 1857, she wrote a book about her life called The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many 
Lands. This became a bestseller and earned her a lot of money. 
She spent her later years working and travelling between Jamaica and England. She died aged 76 in 
London in 1881.

1. Read the text. Circle true (T), false (F) or not mentioned (NM).   /6 

Example: Mary’s parents met each other in Jamaica.  T  /  F  /  NM 

a. Mary trained as a nurse in a hospital.  T  /  F  /  NM

b. She helped a lot of sick and injured people in different countries. T  /  F  /  NM

c. Mary’s parents were pleased with the work she did.  T  /  F  /  NM

d. She was sent to work in the Crimea by the British army.  T  /  F  /  NM

e. She was very poor at the end of the Crimean War.  T  /  F  /  NM

f. She sold a lot of copies of the book that she wrote.  T  /  F  /  NM
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2. Complete the sentences with who or which.   /4 

Example: There were army officers who remembered her good work in the Crimea. 

a. Mary learned about plants __________________ could be used to treat diseases. 

b. Mary helped a lot of people __________________ were sick. 

c. Many of the British soldiers __________________ went to the Crimea caught diseases. 

d. She wrote a book __________________ became a bestseller.

Part 2 

1. Complete the sentences with the words in the box.   /6

must be  can’t be  should be  can be  should be  may be  can’t be 

Example: Horses need the opportunity to run freely. They can’t be kept locked up.     

a. Horses are very trainable and __________________ taught to do different things. 

b. Some plants __________________ eaten by horses because they are poisonous. 

c. Horses are sociable animals and __________________ allowed to run around with other horses.

d. Horses __________________ given plenty of water to drink every day or they’ll get seriously ill.

e. Horses __________________ fed apples very occasionally, but too many will make them ill. 

f. A horse’s teeth __________________ checked by a vet at least once a year.

2. Rewrite the sentences using these verbs.   /4 

Example: Don’t make a lot of noise near a horse; perhaps it will run away. (might) 

Don’t make a lot of noise near a horse; it might run away.    

a. Don’t stand behind a horse; maybe it will kick you. (might) 

Don’t stand behind a horse; ____________________________________ .

b. Don’t feed carrots to a horse from your hand; perhaps it will try to eat your fingers, too. (may) 

Don’t feed carrots to a horse from your hand; ____________________________________ .

c. Always wear a riding hat when you are riding; maybe you will fall off. (might) 

Always wear a riding hat when you are riding; ____________________________________ .

d. Don’t be impatient with or shout at a horse; perhaps it will get frightened. (may) 

Don’t be impatient with or shout at a horse; ____________________________________ .



© Macmillan Publishers Limited 2012                                           This page has been downloaded from www.macmillanyounglearners.com/macmillanenglish  
                       Photocopiable

Part 3 

1. Read the story.
I lay back in the little boat, enjoying the feeling of the sun on my face. I closed my eyes 
and felt the gentle rocking of the waves. Then I must have fallen asleep.
 Suddenly, I woke up as the boat rocked violently and I felt a sudden chill in the air. I looked up 
and saw that the sun was now covered in large dark grey clouds. The sea was grey and there were 
large waves all around me. Suddenly, a huge wave rose up and knocked me out of my small boat. 
It was terrifying. After a few minutes I managed to grab hold of the upturned boat. The water was 
cold and I was terrified. I could see nothing around me except huge grey waves. What was I going to 
do?
 Then, as if out of nowhere, I saw a boy on a surfboard paddling towards me. I called out to him 
and he waved. He came closer and then held out his hand to me. I got hold of it and then managed 
to pull myself onto the surfboard next to him. 
 It was good not to be alone, but what were we going to do now in this rough sea? Would anyone 
rescue us?

Now imagine you are the boy on the surfboard. Tell the story from his point of 

view. Continue the story to say how you are rescued.   /10 

It was a sunny day and I was out on my surfboard. I love surfing and I was having a great time 
although there weren’t many good waves ...
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