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Open Mind
advanced

Reading

Read this interview with a famous singer-
songwriter. Choose the best ending for each 
sentence.

0 At her most famous, Sophie Jones was known by 
A most musicians.
B most people who were big fans of music.
C all types of people.

1 In her most successful period, Sophie Jones 
sold records
A in Europe.
B in the USA.
C in Europe and the USA.

2 Sophie evidently looks back on her childhood with
A affection. She was happier then than she has 

ever been.
B mixed feelings, both good and bad.
C affection and satisfaction. It remains a source of 

inspiration for her.

3 She reveals that her new songs feature
A a lot of lines that she wrote as a child.
B one or two lines that she wrote as a child.
C lyrics about scenes from her childhood.

4 It is clear from the interview that Sophie’s father was
A very dear to her and a big part of her life.
B very involved in her career.
C a very kind man.

5 Sophie acknowledges that her reaction to her 
father’s death
A might seem strange.
B might seem excessive.
C might not be understood by people.

Listening

Listen to this interview on the effect of 
practices such as file-sharing and streaming 
on the music industry. Choose true (T)  
or false (F).

0 The focus of Tom Jarvis’s research was the 
companies who produce music. T /  F

1 According to Tom, people generally assume  
that it is file-sharing that is leading to reduced  
profits in the music industry. T / F

2 Artists, for the most part, agree with the above 
statement, according to Tom’s survey. T / F

3 According to the survey, file-sharing has little  
impact on the sale of products that are related  
to music. T / F

4 The artists surveyed were less keen  
on streaming services than file-sharing. T / F

5 The majority of artists questioned felt that  
the illegal copying of music was more of  
an issue as a result of practices such as  
file-sharing. T / F
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Open Mind advanced

Writing
Write a review of an album or a song that 
you’ve listened to recently. 

Write at least 130 words.

In the nineties, she was a best-selling singer-
songwriter and household name, with a succession 
of number one hits on both sides of the Atlantic, 
then almost overnight, she disappeared. Twenty 
years later Sophie Jones is back, releasing an album – 
her sixth to date. In a rare interview, she talks to Jason 
Miles about loss and starting over.

Jones was raised in a small village in Warwickshire, 
the only child of academics. ‘I spent a lot of time on 
my own. I lived in a big house and I sort of rattled 
around it’, she says, sounding not at all regretful.  
‘I didn’t mind being on my own – I had a very vivid 
imagination so in a sense, I wasn’t alone. I’d pass the 
hours perfectly happily, making up songs about fairies 
and princesses, bashing away on this old piano we 
had. I was absorbed – and happy.’

A track on the new album, A solitary girl (the lone 
voice echoes), hints at this aspect of her early life, 
I suggest.

‘Yes, I’ve always drawn heavily on my childhood when 
it comes to writing lyrics. In fact on this album,  
I’ve even used the odd phrase from songs that I wrote 
aged ten or eleven.’

She was writing lyrics, even at that age?

‘Oh yes, I took my music very seriously, even as a 
young girl. It meant a lot to me. I think I get that from 
my father. He was quite a serious man.’

Shortly before Jones retreated from the spotlight, 
her father died. She has previously spoken 
very movingly about the effect that her father’s 
unexpected death had on her.

‘I was devastated, just heartbroken. I know it seems 
like quite an extreme reaction but you have to take 
into account that we’d always been very close. I just 
expected him to carry on forever. I guess that’s 
what children do – they take it for granted that their 
parents will always be there and then one day, they’re 
not. Yes, it was a terrible blow and, for a while, 
I stopped making music. My heart just wasn’t in it.’

What, I wondered, had caused her to start again?

‘Well, that old cliché about time happens to be true. 
It is a healer. I woke up one day and thought, I want 
to make music again. Just like that.’


