
Obligation and Prohibition 

 

House rules 

In pairs, imagine that you are going to take a tenant to share your house. Agree the rules, taking 

into account these aspects. 

music,  ТV,  food,   the garden,    visitors,   pets,     rent,    bathroom,    smoking,      bills,      cleaning  
 

 

Explain your rules to the class, and persuade them why your rules will ensure the relationship 

works well. (Choose three or four pairs to present their rules to the class.) 

 

Guess the place 

Work in groups. Imagine you are in a particular place. Say one of the rules that apply, and the other 

students will try to guess where you are. If they can't guess, give another rule, e.g.  

A - You mustn't talk loudly.  

B - Are you in a hospital? 

A - No. You have to return the things you borrow.  

C - Are you in a library?  

A - Yes. 

 

School rules 

In small groups, write some rules for the class and the school under these three headings. 

We have to . . .                                       We mustn't ...                                    We don't have to ... 

 

Health and safety 

In groups, write а list of rules for one of these situations. (Allocate one to each group.) Choose а 

secretary to keep а note of your ideas under four headings: must, mustn't, should and don't have 

to. 



managing а restaurant,                        kitchen,                conducting а fireworks display,            
looking after а baby,                             going trekking in the mountains 

 

Swap lists with another group to see if they've missed anything important. 

 

Past obligation 

Imagine you arrive late for an important appointment. In pairs, think of some excuses based on 

other obligations, e.g. I'm sorry I'm late. The car broke down and I had to take it to the garage. 

(Elicit some of the excuses to find the most creative.) 

In small groups, ask and answer questions about the rules at school and at home when you were a 

child. Here are some questions to help you. 

Did you have to ...?                    Could you ...?            Were you allowed to ...? 
 

 

Think about these subjects. 

smoking,            punctuality,             politeness,            eating,                studying,      sport,        
uniform,                   phone, going out,                   homework,                   boyfriends and girlfriends 

 

(This activity also works well with jobs.) 

Excuses, excuses 

Fill the gaps in these sentences. (Write the text on the board gapping the words in brackets.) 

I (should) have gone to the dentist's this morning, but I overslept.      
I was (supposed) to call my sister last week, but I was too busy. 

 

Make а list of five important things you have failed to do recently, e.g. Check your visa. Clean your 

flat. Work in pairs. Read your partner's list and find out his/her excuse for each, e.g. А – You should 

have checked your visa. В - I know but I couldn't find my passport. А - You were supposed to clean 

your flat. В - Yes, but I had too much homework. 

Who had the worst excuse? 

 

 


