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mid-course sKiLLs TesT:  
speaKing TesT Teacher’s noTes

Open mind

Speaking
Student interacts with the teacher. Teacher asks the questions below to 
elicit a 5–6 minute conversation. 

Set 1
Ask questions about our responsibility for the 
environment.
For example,
We’re going to talk about our responsibility for the 
environment.
•	 Are you concerned about climate change? What 

other environmental issues do you think are 
important? Give your reasons.

•	 Do you think it’s realistic to move to using 
sustainable energy for all our needs? Give your 
reasons. What do you think about nuclear energy?

•	 Do you think we have a responsibility as 
individuals to do what we can to protect the 
environment? Give your reasons.

•	 What environmental measures would you like to 
see governments taking? Give your reasons.

Set 2
Ask questions about space travel.
For example, 
We’re going to talk about space travel.
•	 Sooner or later, people are going to travel to 

Mars. What do you think are the main challenges? 
Would you like to go?

•	 How important is it that governments provide 
funding for space exploration?

•	 Do you think that humans will one day be forced 
to inhabit other planets in order to survive?  
Give your reasons.

•	 Do you feel it’s likely that aliens exist? Would you 
be excited if we discovered that they did?

Set 3
Ask questions about robots.
For example,
We’re going to talk about robots.
•	 What sort of tasks are robots used for these days? 
•	 What qualities do robots have that humans don’t 

have, and what qualities do humans have the 
robots don’t have?

•	 Do you think anyone will ever invent a robot that 
can think like a human? Would it be a good or 
bad thing if they did?

•	 Scientists are developing robots that may be able 
to help to care for the sick or elderly. What do you 
think they could do for them? Do you think it’s a 
good idea to use robots in this kind of way?

Set 4
Ask questions about things that make people 
successful in life.
For example,
We’re going to talk about things that make people 
successful in life.
•	 What do you think are some possible ways of 

defining a successful life?
•	 Can you think of someone you consider to have 

been very successful? Did their success come 
about by luck or did they have particular qualities 
that made them successful?

•	 In general, what personal qualities do you think 
are important for a successful life? 

•	 Do you think that anyone can be successful, 
regardless of their life circumstances? Give your 
reasons.
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Open Mind advanced

Set 7
Ask questions about education.
For example:
We’re going to talk about education.
•	 What do you think are the benefits of further 

education, for example a university degree?  
Does further education simply help you to get a 
better job, or does it bring about other advantages?

•	 In your opinion, are people studying the right 
subjects for the future of humankind? If not, what 
should more of us be studying?

•	 Do you think the digital age has brought about 
useful and exciting developments in learning? 
If so, what?

•	 Have you ever considered studying online? If so, 
what are the advantages? If not, why not?

Set 8
Ask questions about our relationship with animals.
For example:
We’re going to talk about our relationship with animals.
•	 How concerned are you about humankind’s 

impact on the animal kingdom?
•	 Do you think we should be doing more to protect 

animals in the wild? Should we prioritise any 
particular species?

•	 What is your opinion on zoos? Can they ever 
be justified?

•	 Should there be restrictions on the type of 
animals that people can keep as pets, for example 
monkeys and snakes?

Set 5
Ask questions about the consumer society.
For example:
We’re going to talk about the consumer society.
•	 Is it our right to be able to buy whatever we can 

afford? Are there any ethical or environmental 
factors we should take into account when we 
are shopping?

•	 How do you feel about second-hand goods?  
Are you in favour of them?

•	 ‘There is enough on Earth for everybody’s need, 
but not for everyone’s greed.’ said Gandhi. 
Do you agree with him?

•	 What do you think about people who choose 
to reject materialism/consumerism, for example 
people who stop spending money? Do you 
respect their motives?

Set 6
Ask questions about the digital age.
For example:
We’re going to talk about the digital age.
•	 How careful are you about any personal 

information you put online?
•	 Are you surprised at the amount and type 

of information that other people put online, 
for example on social media websites?

•	 Do you shop online? Do you worry about data 
security and the potential for cybercrime?

•	 Does it worry you that the government and  
police monitor online activity? Give reasons 
for your answer.


