
Color Dictation 

 

Level: A1.1  

Age: 4-8  

Organization: individual, whole class 

 

Aims: To listen and color a picture following instructions; to develop concentration skills; to 

name colors and/or describe a picture. 

Language Focus: be, present simple, colors, familiar vocabulary 

Materials: Essential: crayons; Optional: a photocopy of any line drawing depicting known 

vocabulary (one for each child) 

 

Procedure 

 

1. Draw a simple picture on the board, eg  give out photocopies to the of the picture. 

2. Say sentences to describe the picture, eg The house is purple. Children color the picture 

following your instructions. 

3. Once the children have finished, either ask questions, eg What color is the house? or get 

children to describe the picture, eg The house is purple. 
 

Comments and Suggestions 

 

• If you draw a picture on the board for children to copy rather than use a ready-prepared 

picture, encourage the children to predict and guess what you are drawing as you do this. 

• With younger children, using a ready-prepared picture is recommended, as copying one from 

the board will be too challenging and time-consuming. 

• As you describe the picture, get the children to put only a dot of color on each item. They 

then finish coloring at the end. This avoids the problem of children coloring at different 

speeds. It also helps you to manage the class if the children are sharing crayons. 

• Alternatively, you can make the dictation collaborative by asking the children to suggest the 

colors. This also enables you to provide richer language input as you negotiate these, eg 

T: the house is ... P1: Orange! P2: Pink! T: O.K! Great! How many think it's orange? How many 

think it's pink? (children raise their hands) Fantastic! The house is orange. What a beautiful 
house! I 'd like to live in an orange house/ Would you like to live in an orange house? 
• The speaking part of the activity can be turned into a memory game by asking children to 

turn over the completed picture before describing it. Alternatively, if you color the picture 

on the board differently from the instructions you have given or, if you prepare a copy of 

the same ready-prepared picture colored differently, children can be asked to find the 

differences between this picture and their own. 
 



 


