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The issue of genetically modified (GM) crops is a 
very controversial one. For many years, scientists 
have been developing new methods of adding 
DNA* to plant cells in order to produce crops that 
have advantages over naturally occurring species, 
for example needing less water or being able to 
fight disease.

The benefits of these sorts of crops are obvious in 
a world where famine and drought affect millions 
of people and climate change is likely to make 
these problems even worse. By using this kind of 
technology, we could produce more food and better 
food. For example, the use of a new kind of rice, 
which has been developed to have extra vitamin A, 
could prevent illness and even blindness in millions of 
people, its supporters claim.

However, many people still remain to be convinced. 
Anti-GM campaigners say that these crops have 
not been tested over a sufficiently long period to 
understand their long-term effects on our health. 
They are extremely worried about the possible 
environmental consequences of changing the 
structure of plants that have developed naturally over 
a very long period of time.

Scientists reply that this sort of argument is too 
simple. Most of the crops we already grow, they say, 
are the result of humans interfering with nature – they 
do not occur in the wild. Techniques such as grafting, 
where two plants are joined together to produce a 
new species, have been common for a very long time, 
and GM, they argue, is just a continuation of this. 

Safety is not the only objection, though. Concerns 
have been raised over the role of the big agricultural 
companies. Campaigners say that they are in it as 
much for profit as improving the lives of the poor, and 
worry that farmers will in future be forced to buy seed 
from them at prices which the companies decide. This 
would give the multinationals far too much power, 
as well as causing farmers to give up their traditional 
farming methods.

*material from inside cells that carries 
genetic information

Writing
Write a paragraph about the environmental 
issues that you have in your country. 

Listening
Listen to six people talking about designer 
handbags. Which speaker makes the following 
points? Write the number.
0 It is worth buying an expensive handbag  

because it will last well. 3

1 Even really expensive goods are often made  
by workers who are treated very badly.  

2 A designer handbag helps a woman look 
really smart.  

3 People buy designer handbags because  
they want to have a particular image.  

4 It is morally wrong to spend large sums of  
money on a handbag.  

5 Handbags should be valued for their  
usefulness, not for how fashionable they are.  

Reading
Read this article about genetically modified 
crops. Are the sentences below true, false, or 
does the article not say? Choose A, B or C.
0 GM crops can overcome some of the problems of 

conventional crops.
A True B False C Doesn’t say

1 Global warming will probably make it more difficult 
to feed the world’s population.
A True B False C Doesn’t say

2 Anti-GM campaigners think that if GM crops were 
tested over a long period of time, we would see that 
they are harmful.
A True B False C Doesn’t say

3 Campaigners think that GM crops will benefit 
the environment.
A True B False C Doesn’t say

4 We have already changed the biological structure of 
plants we grow as crops.
A True B False C Doesn’t say

5 Big agricultural companies will charge farmers too 
much for GM seeds.
A True B False C Doesn’t say
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