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Listening
Listen to Hugo and Ben talking about life 
goals. Read the sentences below and decide 
who said them: Hugo, Ben or neither of them. 
Choose the correct answer, A, B or C.

0 The only thing you need in order to achieve your 
goals is hard work.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

1 Your family background affects your opportunities.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

2 Wealthy people often help each other.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

3 Lucas would have a better job if he had done some 
work experience.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

4 Lucas’s parents had to leave the rest of their family 
behind when they came to the UK.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

5 A successful career isn’t necessarily the most 
important thing in life.
A Hugo B Ben C Neither

Reading
Read the text about a marriage between 
people from different family backgrounds.  
Are the sentences below true, false, or is there 
not enough information to be sure? Choose A, 
B or C.

John and Philippa have been married for almost 20 
years, and their closeness is obvious when you meet 
them. Their life together is based on family values –  
their three teenage children wander in and out as we 
chat, and John’s elderly mother has her own set of 
rooms in their large Victorian house. There is a strong 
sense of unity in their home, of shared values and 
life goals. 

Yet when they met as gap-year students in India, their 
family backgrounds couldn’t have been more different. 
Philippa, the daughter of a surgeon and a successful 
novelist, had been educated at expensive private 
schools, and her friends included a princess and the 
daughter of a famous rock star. John, on the other 
hand, was raised by a single mother in a tiny house 
in Leeds and remembers going to bed hungry on 
many occasions.

So what happened when these two very different 
families came together? ‘Well strangely enough, 
it was my mum who objected to the wedding, not 
Philippa’s parents,’ John says with a smile. ‘She was 
really concerned about social status, and she honestly 
thought that marrying someone from such a different 
family background was a mistake. She thought I’d lose 
my identity.’

And now?

John laughs. ‘She had this stereotype of an upper-class 
person in her mind, and as soon as she actually met 
Philippa, she discovered that we weren’t so different 
after all. Once she got to know her as an individual, 
they got on really well. Of course, money is an issue – 
how could it not be? – but Philippa and her family have 
always been very sensitive about it.’

Before leaving, I asked Philippa if she thinks that 
background is important at all when it comes to 
choosing a life partner. She thinks for a moment. ‘Well, 
it wasn’t for us, but it would be silly to say that it doesn’t 
matter at all. You just have to be aware of the possible 
problems and use your common sense, that’s all.’
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Open Mind upper intermediate

0 Family values are extremely important to John 
and Philippa.
A True B False C Not enough information

1 When they were young, John and Philippa came 
from completely different family backgrounds.
A True B False C Not enough information

2 Philippa’s parents were very positive about her 
marriage to John.
A True B False C Not enough information

3 Issues to do with money have caused problems in 
John and Philippa’s marriage.
A True B False C Not enough information

4 John’s mother thought that Philippa wouldn’t respect 
her or John because they were poor.
A True B False C Not enough information

5 Philippa believes that differences in social status 
aren’t a problem if you are sensible about things.
A True B False C Not enough information

Writing
Write about your childhood. Write at least 
100 words.


