
Newspapers 

 

The press 

ln groups, discuss these questions. 

What are the main stories in the press these days?  
What are the differences between the tabloids and the quality dailies in the UK/USA?  
Are there similar types of paper in your country?  
Are newspapers free from government influence in the UK/USA and in your country?  
What political views do different newspapers have in your country?  
Do you think newspapers should be smaller? 

 

Freedom from the press 

Tell me а few celebrities who are always in the news. What kinds of things are written about them? In 

groups, write some typical headlines, e.g. Exclusive! The wedding photos they tried to ban!  

In the same groups, discuss your opinions about the freedom of the press, and make а note of your 

arguments for and against. How do you think the press should be controlled, if at all?  

In your groups, brainstorm а few examples of political regimes which have stifled the press. Why did/do 

they do it? 

 

Newspaper survey 

 In small groups, write a list of ten questions about the newspaper reading habits of the rest of the 

class, e.g. Do you read a newspaper every day? Which part do you read first? 

Work with а partner from another group and ask each other your questions.  

Take turns to cote to the board and write up your two most interesting questions. Choose one each and 

survey the class, then report back, e.g. Twenty-five per cent of the students in the class read the Sunday 

papers. 

 In pairs, brainstorm ten things that a newspaper you used for, apart from reading it, e.g. а 

flyswatter. Compare your list with another pair. 

 

Projects 

Find two articles from different newspapers about the same story and bring them into class. In groups, 

make notes about the differences in how the story is covered. 

We're going to create a students' rag – a newspaper by the students, for the students. In pairs, brainstorm 

some sections of a daily paper. 



 
leader,            horoscope,           home news,         obituaries,          overseas news,          situations vacant,     
listings,       fashion,        games page,        TV and radio,        gossip,       sport,        comment and analysis 
 

 

Choose а section to work on in your own time. (Invite students to form small groups if they wish.) Your 

articles can be about other students in class, or the teachers. Look for some magazine photos to use, too. 

In а few weeks we will all put our work together.  

(You'll need glue and scissors for this part. If the students have the IT skills, they can compile the paper on 

computer.) 

 Look in the press and find an advertisement you like and one you don't. In the next lesson, work 

in small groups and explain why you like or dislike them. Try to identify the persuasive techniques 

used by advertisers. As a group, choose your favorite advert. 

 


