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upper intermediate

Open mind
Unit 12: Grammar and vocabUlary test a

B Match the sentence halves.

0 I quite liked the city but f

9 Although it’s a very busy, noisy city,  

 10 Actually, I really loved the city despite  

 11 I managed to enjoy our stay there in spite  

 12 The views from the top were stunning even  

 13 We were generally fairly well when we  
were there although  

 14 Admittedly, hotels there are expensive. 
Nevertheless,  

 15 It was a good trip in  

a of being ill for half of it.
b Dan did get ill on the last day.
c it does have plenty of calm, quiet green spaces.
d spite of the difficulties we had at the airport.
e overall, it’s a cheaper city to stay in than London.
f I wasn’t impressed with the surrounding countryside.
g all the noise and pollution.
h though it was raining.

C Choose the correct options to complete 
the text.

(0) Despite / In spite of / Even though I haven’t lived 
here very long, I really feel at home in Oxford. I lived in 
London before, and (16) although / however / despite 
Oxford is a lot smaller, there’s still plenty to do. This 
week for instance, (17) I’ll go / I’m going to go / I go 
to a jazz concert on Tuesday and a drama workshop 
on Saturday.
I came here six months ago and I’m renting a flat.  
(18) Even though / Nevertheless / However, (19) I’m going 
to buy / I will buy / I buy a place of my own as soon as 
I can afford it. It’s pretty expensive here,  
(20) but / although / despite I’ve nearly finished my 
accountancy exams and it’s likely (21) I’m earning / 
I’m going to earn / I will be earning more money soon, 
so I think it (22) is being / will be / will be being possible.
(23) Even though / Despite the fact / Nevertheless,  
I’ll only be able to afford somewhere small, and I may  
(24) need / be needing / be going to have a lodger.

Grammar

A Tick (✓) the sentence in each pair 
which has a future form that is correct or 
more natural.

0 People won’t die of this disease in years  
to come. ✓

 People aren’t dying of this disease in years  
to come.  

1 Next Thursday I’m going to a concert by 
my favourite band.  

 Next Thursday I will go to a concert by my  
favourite band.  

2 By this time next week I am lying on a beach,  
without a care in the world.  

 By this time next week I will be lying on a beach, 
without a care in the world.  

3 Will you go to Sophie’s party?  

 Are you going to Sophie’s party?  

4 Billy: What are you doing tonight? 
 Simone: I’m staying in.  

 Billy: What are you doing tonight? 
 Simone: I will stay in.  

5 In ten years’ time, I suspect we are all using 
driverless cars.  

 In ten years’ time, I suspect we will all use  
driverless cars.  

6 In twenty years’ time, I think we’ll be using  
other devices to communicate.  

 In twenty years’ time, I think we are using 
other devices to communicate.  

7 Look at those grey clouds. It’s going to rain,  
isn’t it?  

 Look at those grey clouds. It will rain, won’t it?  

8 We aren’t using this type of fuel in the future.  

 We won’t use this type of fuel in the future.  
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Open Mind upper intermediate

6 The Pyramids of Egypt and the Great Barrier Reef in 
Australia are both examples of   
Heritage Sites.

7 The two main streets are connected by alleys so 
  that only one person can walk 

along them at a time.

B Complete the letter with the words and 
phrases from the box.

look forward    furthermore    however   

first of all    even though    am writing    

faithfully    regard    Dear Madam

(0) Dear Madam ,

I (8)   with (9)   

to a meal that my husband and I recently ate in your 

restaurant. We had booked the restaurant on the 

recommendation of a friend (10)   

it was more money than we would normally spend on 

a meal. It was my husband’s birthday so this was to 

be a special treat. (11)  , we were 

extremely disappointed.

(12)  , we had to wait an hour for our 

main course to arrive, which I consider to be too long. 

Secondly, my husband’s meal, when it finally came, 

was quite cold and when we pointed this out to the 

waiter, he very reluctantly took it back to the kitchen. 

He returned a quarter of an hour later, by which time 

I had finished my main course. (13)  , 

my husband’s food was still cold.

For this experience, we paid a total of £96, a price that 

does not in any way reflect the quality of the food or 

service. I would be interested to hear your opinion on 

the matter.

I (14)   to hearing from you.

Yours (15)  ,

Polly Richard

D Complete the sentences with an option 
from the box. All but one of the sentences 
have two possible answers.

but    despite    even though    although    

however    nevertheless    in spite of

0 I love living in the city, although/but  my sister 
prefers the countryside.

 25 There are plenty of cycle lanes here. 
 , many people still choose 

to drive.

 26 I always stay in Barcelona during the summer 
  the heat.

 27   my job is quite well paid, I find it 
expensive to live here.

 28 I’d love to live in the city centre.  , 
the houses are too expensive.

 29   it rains a lot in Liverpool, I still 
love living here.

 30 I love living in the countryside   
the long journey to work.

Score   / 30

Vocabulary

A Complete the sentences with a word from 
the box to make collocations.

tiny    narrow    world    waterfront    cloth    
ancient    archaeological    commercial

0 He lives in a tiny  old village in the 
mountains where there are just ten other houses. 

1 Archaeologists said they had discovered an 
  settlement which could be as 

much as 10,000 years old.

2 The city was the centre of the woollen 
  trade in the Middle Ages.

3 The offices are located in the   
heart of the city, alongside banks and 
other companies.

4 This is an important   site with 
hundreds of well-preserved tombs and temples.

5 The Frith Suites all offer stunning   
views of the Atlantic Ocean.
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Open Mind upper intermediate

 28 An archaeological site is a place where
A the remains of very old buildings are found.
B there are lots of ancient buildings.
C you can learn about archaeology.

 29 An alley is a narrow road or path
A in the countryside.
B that goes between buildings.
C that joins two larger roads or paths.

 30 A coastal community is a place where people
A have set up farms near the sea.
B go for a holiday by the sea.
C have established homes near the sea.

Score   / 30

Total score   / 60

C Put the sentences in order to make a letter. 
Number the lines from 1–9.

0 Dear Mr Shah, 1

 16 I am most concerned about their poor state,  
and would like to make a number of  
observations.  

 17 Furthermore, they pose a risk to cyclists,  
who are forced into the middle of the road  
to avoid them.   

 18 I look forward to hearing from you soon.  

 19 Sincerely, Mary Wells.  

 20 Finally, the pavements are unsafe for elderly 
pedestrians, who may trip on them.  

 21 First of all, I would like to point out that the  
many large holes in the road could cause  
damage to vehicles.  

 22 I am writing concerning the road and  
pavement surfaces in Mill Street.   

 23 I would therefore like to know whether  
repair work is planned in the near future.  

D Choose the best ending for each sentence.

0 A historic village is
A the oldest area of a small town.
B a fairly small collection of old houses.
C a very small town that no longer exists.

 24 Someone who works in the silk trade
A is involved in making, selling or buying silk.
B makes silk as their job.
C makes clothes from silk.

 25 If a place has waterfront views,
A it is built near an area of water.
B you can see an area of water from it.
C you can see it from an area of water.

 26 The cultural heart of a country is the area that
A is in its centre.
B has the most museums.
C has the strongest traditions.

 27 If dancing is part of your heritage, it is
A something that all children are taught in 

your schools.
B very important to you.
C something that has been done for generations in 

your society.


