
First Conditional 

 

Country game 

Take it in turns to name a country and a student. The person you name has to say what they’ll do if they go 

to the country you name, e.g. T- India, Alyosha.  Alyosha- If I go to India, I’ll visit Bollywood. Spain, Masha. 

Masha- If I go to Spain, I’ll go walking in the Pyrenees. 

 

Manifestoes 

In groups, prepare a short policy statement for your (silly) political party, e.g. If you vote for us, we’ll ban the 

use of mobile phones in restaurants.  

 

 If it’s sunny 

Work in groups of three or four. Take turns to continue one of these sequences. After each sentence, the 

group should ask what will happen next, e.g. 

A – If it’s sunny, I’ll go to the park. 

Group – What will you do if you go to the park? 

B – If I go to the park, I’ll play cricket. 

Group – What will you do if you win? 

C – If we win, we’ll go to the pub. 

Group – What will you do if you go to the pub? 

 

If it rains tomorrow….                                If he rings…                                            If we save enough…                             
If I study hard…                                            If we win the match…                         If I learn Plish… 

 

(Write these phrases on the board in two columns. Re-order the phrases in the second box.)  

In pairs, think of connections between these two groups of expressions, and write sentences, e.g. If we 

move house, we’ll get one with a garden. 

 

 



 

move house,   holiday,    good job,   not drink, 
be positive,     bicycle,     cat,   eat less,   miss flight, 
Portuguese,   go out,   baby 

garden,   suntan,    save money,    be thirsty, 
make friends,    get fit,    mice,   lose weight 
holiday,   Brazil,    cinema,   stop work 

  

I’m going to read the endings for some sentences. Write the whole sentence, beginning with If….. , e.g. 

you’ll regret it. – If you don’t listen to my advice, you’ll regret it. 

… you’ll hurt yourself.                            … we’ll be late.                                     … it’ll taste better. 
… you’ll catch a cold.                              … I’ll let you know.                              … there’ll be trouble. 

 

Compare your sentences with a partner.  

In pairs, write five more endings. Swap them with another pair, write the beginnings to the ones you receive 

and hand back the whole sentences. Did the other pair write the beginnings you were expecting? 

 

Functions 

Here is a list of six functions. (Write them on the board.) 

Prediction,                      offer,                       warning,                   threat,                   advice,                 suggestions 

 

I’m going to dictate six sentences. Write them down and decide which function they have. (Read out the 

sentences in a different order, they appear in the same order as the functions.) 

1. If we don’t leave now, we’ll miss the train. 
2. If you want, I’ll do the dishes. 
3. If you touch that wire, you’ll get an electric shock. 
4. If you don’t stop doing that, I’ll get angry. 
5. If you explain why you did it, he’ll understand. 
6. If you turn it round the other way, it’ll fit. 

 

In pairs, compare your answers. Then write another conditional sentence for each function. 

In groups, think of some situations where people make bargains with each other. Write an appropriate If … 

sentence for each. Read out your sentences for other groups to guess who is speaking to whom, e.g. If 

you’re good, I’ll buy you an ice-cream (parent to child). 

 



 

Anxiety role-plays 

Work in pairs, A and B. Students A is very adventurous; Student B is very anxious. In your pairs, role-play a 

discussion between two good friends about the situation I give you, e.g. 

A – I’m going to tour the Amazon. 

B – What will you do if you catch malaria? 

A – Don’t worry. If I catch malaria, I’ll go to see a local doctor. 

B – But what if you’re in the middle of the jungle? 

A – If I’m in the jungle, I’ll see an Amazon Indian doctor. 

B – What will happen if you get lost? 

A – If I get lost … 

 

1. You are going on holiday to South America, where you will spend six months taking photographs 
of the wildlife and landscapes, including the jungles, mountains, sea and desert. 

2. You are giving up a well-paid job to become an art student in Paris.  
3. You are getting married to a singer in a rock and roll band that has a reputation for very bad 

behavior. 

 

Superstitions 

Are people in your country very superstitious? What are they superstitious about? What about you? 

In pairs, write superstitions for some of these words, e.g. If you break a mirror, you’ll have seven years’ bad 

luck. Make them up if you don’t know any. 

mirror,        black cat,         ladder,            birthday cake candles,          itchy ear,         itchy hand, 
salt,      sneezing,                spider,             the number thirteen,              the weather 

 

Join with another pair to make small groups. Compare your superstitions. What other superstitions can you 

think of? 


