
Story role play 

 

 

 

Level: All 

Age: 6-12 

Organization: pairs or groups (depending on the role play) 

Aims: To prepare and do a role play between two or more characters in a story; to think and act 

creatively in relation to story characters and situations; to collaborate in pairs or groups. 

 

Language focus: In the example: greetings, be, have got, want to, like / don’t like, family, activities  

Alternatives: any, depending on the characters, story and role play 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: puppets, role cards for each character, props  

 

Procedure   

1. Decide on the characters, situation and language of the role play children are going to do, e.g. ‘ A 

week after the story, Baby Bear invites Goldilocks round to play at his house’   

2. Prepare children to do the role play by building up a possible dialogue with the whole class. 

Either do this by taking the part of one of the characters yourself and getting children to respond 

as the other character, or by asking the children to make suggestions for what both characters 

say. Encourage children to use any language they know in the role play and be ready to prompt 

or remind them of this if necessary, e.g. Have you got a pet? Do you like music? Do you want to 

play on the computer? Are you hungry? Would you like a sandwich?  

3. If appropriate, you can also write questions stems on the board for the children to use as 

prompts during the role play, e.g. Have you got … ? Do you like … ?   

4. Divide the class into pairs and either assign or get the children to choose their roles.    

5. Children act out the role play with their partner.    

6. Children can then either change roles and repeat the role play and / or you can ask a few 

individual pairs to act out their role play to the class. 

  

Comments and Suggestions  

 Story role plays give children an opportunity to use language in a freer way within a clearly 

defined context. Although children may be hesitant at first, as they grow accustomed to the 

technique they become increasingly willing to experiment in using language in creative ways to 

express their meanings. They also develop in confidence and self-esteem.   

 With younger children, role plays are likely to be very short, e.g. 1-2 minutes. If pair work is not 

suitable, you can invite different children to take turns to do the role play to the whole class 

instead. Other children listen and clap at the end. You can also ask them questions about the 

content of each role play, e.g. Does baby bear like football?   



 With older children and higher levels, you can vary the way you prepare for role plays, for 

example by using role cards. Children can use these as the basis for preparing what they will say 

in the role play in pairs. They then do the role play with a different partner who has prepared the 

other role. For example, a role play based on a visit by the wolf to Little Red Riding Hood’s 

mother after the story could have the following role cards: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. You are Little Red Riding 

Hood’s mother. You are very 
angry with the wolf. Your 
daughter is scared to walk in 
the forest. Granny is scared to 
live alone. You also want 
money to pay for damage to 
Granny’s house and clothes. 

 
2. You are the wolf. You don’t want 

to go to prison. You must say 
sorry to little Red Riding Hood’s 
mother. You pretend to be nice. 
In fact you are planning to eat 
Red Riding Hood’s mother. You 
do not have any money. You 
refuse to pay for damage to 
Granny’s house and clothes. 


